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Sabbath. 


(Continued from page 147.) 


That spiritual fervour and strength 
which the Lord always mercifuily 
gives in answer to the prayers of his 
people, accompanied me through all 
the sacred duties of this holy day, I 
had laboured to pass my morning 
at home in sincere communion with 
him, and found in consequence, 
that his gracious blessing accompa- 
nied me in all my ways; rendered 
all his services the very joy of my 
heart, and enabled me to treasure 
up the profit of every solemn du- 


ty in which I was engaged. My 


mind was much occupied during 
the ride of a few miles, which I was 
obliged to take to the Church, with 
reflections upon the wonderful wis- 
dom which is displayed in all the 
dispensations of divine grace. The 
weakness and inefficacy of all the 
instruments in themselves consider- 
ed, and yet the incalculable benefits 
ever arising from employing them 
aright, appeared in strong colours 
before me. The simplicity of ap- 
pointed means of grace, may always 
prove a stumbling block to the 
pride of scepticism, but how clearly 
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and surely do they manifest their 
power to the believing heart. 

The plain preaching of “the un- 
searchable riches of Christ,” nay, 
‘the foolishness of preaching,” how 
mighty an instrument is it made for 
the awakening of the careless, and 
the salvation of those who believe.— 
An unfeigned and persevering appli- 
cation to God in humble prayer, how 
does it sometimes open the windows 
of Heaven, and draw forth blessings 
of joy and comfort more than the 
soul can receive. The simple sa- 
craments of the Redeemer’s cove- 
nant, how trifling, how unintelligi- 
ble to the carnal mind, and yet how 
surely carrying with them strength 
and consolation to the heart of eve- 
ry renewed follower of Christ. I 
viewed them all, as the means of 
God’s own appointment. The me- 
thod of their operation,—their pecu- 
liar adaptation, to the end for which 
they are designed, I considered it 
no part of my province;to investi- 
gate or understand. I was satisfied 
that God had wrapt around them a 
sure promise of his blessing to eve- 
ry one who humbly and faithfully 
used them. I well remembered, 
(can I ever forget it?) that I had of- 
ten received a precious influence of 
grace from their sincere and confi- 
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dent application. Nay, I have ne- 
ver sought the Lord as he hath di- 
rected, but he hath met me in the 
way, and crowned me with his mer- 
cy. While he still commands me, 
‘seek ye my face,” my heart ever 
eratefully responds, “thy face, Lord, 
will Iseek.” I will wait upon thee 
daily with an affectionate and un- 
questioning faith; sincerely and 
humbly will I employ all the means 
which thy wisdom hath appointed 
for my good;—and however ear- 
then and despised may be the ves- 
sels of thy grace, I will yet trust in 
thy covenanted mercy, that the ex- 
cellency of the power shall beof God. 

Such was the occupation of my 
mind as I arrived at the house of 
God. The clear and attractive at- 
mosphere of the day, in a mild and 
pleasant season of the year, had 
drawn together a large number of 
worshippers at the Church, while 
but a few careless men were loit- 
ering in unprofitable conversation 
around the doors: for the greater 
number of all who had assembled 
themselves for the solemn services 
of the sanctuary, were quietly and 
devoutly seated in their several 
places within the house, waiting the 
arrival of the Minister of God, who 
was to break to us the bread of life; 
occupied, I would fain believe, in a 
sincere and holy preparation for the 
sacred duties which invited their at- 
tention. As I entered the sacred 
temple, I beheld before me the ta- 
ble of the Lord, bearing the pre- 
parations for a feast of love, neatly 
covered with its snow-white cloth, 
and standing as a silent, though a 
powerful monitor, to demand the 
banishment of every worldly thought 
and of every motive and feeling, 
lower than the constraining love of 
Christ. I passed on silently to my 
seat, and bent my knees in humble 
supplication before the throne of 
God. The Lord was with me, and 
I felt an earnest that I had not come 
up to his house in vain. 
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But a few moments passed away 
before the ambassador for Christ 
appeared, and all things were in 
readiness for the commencement 
of our holy work. I have already 
spoke of the pastor, whom God isas 
set to watch for my soul. Zeal 
and fidelity in his Master’s work, 
and tenderness and affection for his 
too sinful flock, characterize all his 
conduct, and as might be reasona- 
bly expected, an abundant blessing 
rests upon his labours. I ever wel- 
come his appearance on the Sab- 
bath,— I rejoice to hear the word of 
truth from his lips. and though I 
feel willing to receive instruction 
from the meanest of Gad’s servants, 
and have certainly no doubt that his 
grace may accompany any faithful 
ministrations to my soul, I do feela 
degree of sorrow when I see a 
stranger in his place. I look upon 
him as God’s peculiar minister to 
me for goed. Every word he ut- 
ters, seems to be clothed with espe- 
cial authority for me. I feel confi- 
dence in his character, I have re- 
ceived frequent and abundant good 
from his faithful labours, and I es- 
teem him very highly in the Lord 
for his work’s sake, and must alway 
love him, and wish him prosperity 
in the name of the Lord. 

The holy worship of God com- 
menced with an united song of 
praise; an entrance upon the duty 
evidently most suitable for those 
whose delight it is to bless the Lord, 
and who are ever rejoicing at the 
opportunity of worshipping in his 
courts. The simple, unadorned 
voices of a country congregation, 
lifting up themselves in a plain and 
easy strain form our only music,— 
not less acceptable in Heaven, and 
certainly far more interesting to the 
worshippers on earth, than if all art 
and science of man had engaged 
themselves in the ornamental ac- 
companiments of this sacred work. 
With hearts enlivened and refresh- 
ed by this union in praise, we en- 
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gaged in the peculiarly solemn de- 
volions of our Book of Common 
Prayer. In almost every hand 
throughout the Church, a book of 
prayer was held; and the eyes of 
each appeared fixed with serious- 
ness and attention upon the matters 
it contains. My heart rejoices at 
an observation of this decided, I 
might say wonderful change in the 
deportment of our congregation,— 
the blessing of God upon the pious 
and faithful exertions of our much | 
loved Pastor. Weil do I remem- | 
ber the time, when but few were | 
ever seen together in the Church— 
and of these “few, but a small pro- 
portion sec med to take any interest | 
in the service of the holy pla ce, and 
sull fewer faintly whispering voices | 
from here and there an individual | 
politely kneeling, indicated even an | 
external engagement in the duties. 
of supplication. Now the universal | 
| 
| 





position in prayer, is kneeling; but 
few are so careless as to sit or! 
stand. Almost every member of | 
every household has a book of 
prayer, and a hundred voices, clear | 
and distinct, rise together in a so- 
lemn response to the supplications 
of the ministerof God. Itis a most 
joyful change, and I give thanks 
daily to God, who has produced it; 
for | view it as a deeper and far 
more important alteration, than a 
mere difference of exterior deport- 
ment. 

The introductory passages of 
Scripture, and the serious and im- 
pressive exhortation were read in a 
manner too solemn, to countenance 
or to suffer inattention in any but 
the most heedless sinners; and when 
the invitation to unite in humble 
application to the throne of hea- 
venly grace, was _ affectionately 
pronounced, the general motion 
throughout the Church, and the 
deep and solemn silence which im- 
mediately succeeded, manifested a 
preparation in all, to make their 
humble confession to Almighty 
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God, devoutly kneeling. My heart 
was sincerely bowed down before 
the throne of an Holy God, nor did 
I then need any excitement to offer 
it, as a free-will sacrifice to him.— 
I had no disposition to wander a- 
mong earthly things;—I felt, yes, 
deeply felt, every penitential word 
that proceeded from my mouth.— 
But surely, if any external circum- 
stance can contribute to engage 
the heart in devout exercise—it 
must be the voices of a multitude, 
uttering in unison of deep solemnity, 
the spiritual and expressive lan- 
guage of our general confession — 
The same serious and uninterrupted 
devotion characterized the succes- 
sive performance of every portion 
of the Morning Prayer. There 
was no sound to drown or to disturb 
the impressive accents of the man 
of God, save when in their proper 
alternation the voices of the con- 
gregation, mingled devoutly with 
them in the offering of prayer or 
praise. Humble, serious attention 
tu the duties of the sanctuary, mark- 
ed the general deportment of the 
people. And though there were a 
few young men carelessly trifling 
during this hour of prayer, anc cast- 
ing their vacant stare upon every 
quarter of the Church,—the singu- 
larity of their conduct, and its mark- 
ed opposition to the feelings of those 
who surrounded them, conveyed in 
the strongest terms, its proper re- 
prehension. I was thankful for the 
comfort which I received, from the 
united seriousness which I witness- 
ed, as well as for the ability which 
was given me to lift my own heart 
to God, and to rejoice in the 
gracious comforts of the Spirit, in 
the performance of the duties in 
which I was engaged. The union 
of many hearts for prayer in the 
house of God’s especial presence, I 
esteem one of the most important 
and effectual ordinances of the 
Gospel. I consider it one of my 
dearest privileges, to meet with the 
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multitude of them that keep the 
holy day, and have peculiar com- 
fort: for I have especial faith in this 
united offering of the desires of 
many hearts, as a most valuable 
means of God’s own appointment for 
the procuring of his grace. I re 
member the Redeemer’s promise, 
that where two or three are gathered 
together in his name, there is he in 
the midst of them; and I go up to 
the house which is called by his 
name with joyful confidence, expect- 
ing surely to meet him there in 
peace, and to return loaded with his 
blessings to my home. This day 
I found his promise sure. The 
solemn prayers which we united to 
present to him, were heard; I felt 
that his grace rested upon my soul; 
and when the supplications of the 
morning were concluded, I sat down 
with an humble and attentive heart, 
to listen to the messages of his 
mercy, as uttered by his ambassa- 

dor to men. 

Often as I unite in the devotions 
of our liturgy. I find them still adapt- 
ed to express with peculiar force, 
the various feelings of my heart.— 
Indeed, such is the energy and inti- 
mate application to my wants, of 
these prayers of Saints and Martyrs, 
that they ever excite an earnest in- 
terest within me, and enchain my at- 
tention to the matters which they 
contain. I see new beauties in their 
language, and derive new comfort 
from their utterance, at every occa- 
sion on which I am called to use 
them, since I have been made to 
know the truth, and to rejoice in 
the adoption of the children of God. 
A light constantly increasing seems 
to have rested upon these relics of 
better days; and I feel it a cause for 
much thankfulness, that it was in 
the Church of my fathers, that the 
spirit of regenerating grace visited 
my soul; and that it is still in the pi- 
ous language of my fathers now with 
God, that I am permitted to elevate 
my daily wants to Heaven. Those 
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fervent prayers which were made 
the channels of heavenly grace te 
their souls, and cheered and com- 
forted them in the few and evil days 
of their pilgrimage, still convey a 
merciful blessing, day by day, to me; 
and I seem to myself while I use 
them, (but with how unequal pace!) 
to be treading in their footsteps 
to eternal life. 

After singing again to the divine 
praise, an entire stillness pervaded 
the assembly, in waiting for the an- 
nunciation from the pulpit of the 
subject selected for present medita- 
tion. The pleasure and advantage 
in listening to the words of truth as 
declared by our Pastor, arising from 
entire confidence in his consistency 
of character, is by no means pecu- 
liar to me. It is an universal dis- 
position among the people of his 
charge—their strong affection and 
unlimited respect for him, manifest 
themselves always in the serious and 
patient attention which is paid by all 
to the instructions he delivers, 
whether in public or in private. 
This day while he fulfilled his high 
duty in an earnest and affectionate 
exhortation tothem, from the solemn 
demand of the Apostle, ‘*How shall 
we escape if we neglect so great sal- 
vation?”’—-every countenance seem- 
ed fixed towards him, and the un- 
broken interest maintained in them 
for near an hour, gave fair promise 
that the precious seed was scatter- 
ing to spring up in many hearts un- 
to everlasting life. I felt his words 
come powerfully to my heart; and 
as he described the greatness of our 
salvation, the wonders of that love 
which had procured it, and our own 
ingratitude in neglecting it so long, 

my feelings rose too various, too 
conflicting for expression,—I could 
not but weep; nor was [ singular in 
this, for many others around me 
gave the same evidence of excited 
interest in the things which belong 
to their peace. And yet it was not 
any power of oratory, either in 
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enunciation or in action, that pro- 
duced an effect so strong, for our 
Minister has been gifted with 
neither. It was the influence of 
that faithful manifestation of the 
truth, which must always commend 
itself to every man’s conscience in 
the sight of God. Long as was the 
sermon to which we were listening. 
I felt no disposition to weariness 
when the last word of it was utiered. 
I had attended to it, not as an exhi- 
bition of personal talent, nor as an 
agreeabie excitement of interest, or 
increase of information, nor as the 
utterance of the anxiety which the 
preacher felt for the salvation of 
those who heard, but as a communi- 
cation from God to sinners, solemn- 
ly and faithfully delivered,as became 
its high import, by his authorised 
ambassadorto men. An expression 
of wearmiess, had I the disposition, 
would but ill become me, when a 
merciful God condescends to com- 
mune with me on the earth.—Nay, 
let me ever humbly, patiently and 
thankfuliy listen, and treasure up for 
my future government, every thing 
I hear, whenever God’s messengers 
faithfully fulfil their duty to my 
soul—-Then may I hope that his 
heavenly word, rich In wisdom and 
grace, will abide for ever within 
me, for my comfort and salvation. 
When the Minister of God now 
descended to the communion table 
to break the consecrated bread, and 
to distribute the simple tokens of a 
Saviour’s love and presence, the 
serious deportment of all before him 
could not but be observed. None 
attempted to leave the place of 
worship.—All were quiet, solemn 
and devout.—And even those who 
had never renewed a covenant with 
God at his holy altar, appeared to 
feel a more than ordinary interest in 
the service in which others were 
engaged, and even an anxiety to be- 
come themselves partakers of the 
sacred feast. O the comfort of that 


hour! the peaceful assurance that 








ligious character. 
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was given me of a Saviour’s love, 
that earnest of his Spirit witnessing 
with my Spirit, that I was a child of 
God! Could it be always so, I 
should enjoy an heaven upon the 
earth. And it might be always so, 
I am well aware, but for my own 
unpardonable negligence and hard- 
ness of heart. O ‘may I yet find 
mercy for these aggravated and ac- 
cumulated wanderings and sins! 

During all that peculiarly impres- 
sive service, which accompanies the 
administration of the communion, 
my mind was fixed upon the impor- 
taut subject of reflection here pre- 
sented. I came there as a poor, 
helpless sinner, without comfort or 
hope in myself, but yet possessing 
every thing in Christ. “Weigh not 
my merits, but pardon mine offences 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,’ 
truly expressed my humble con- 
sciousness that there was no good 
thing in me. I felt as if it were far 
more than I deserved to gather up 
the crumbs under the Redeemer’s ta- 
ble, and yet I could and did rejoice 
in a knowledge and experience of 
his love. The work of mercy that he 
had undertaken and accomplished 
in my behalf, was set befure my 
view under all its varying aspects of 
tenderness and value; and I saw 
with how much reason it was, that 
none should escape, who persisted 
in neglecting so great salvation. I 
presented myself humbly at his 
altar, and I trust God did vouchsafe 
to feed me with the most precious 
body and blood of his dear Son. I 
was refreshed and strengthened by his 
blessing upon his holy ordinance, 
and felt a renewed desire to dedicate 
myself entirely to the performance 
of his will. 

The number of communicants 
was quite large; they have much in- 
creased under the Lord’s blessing 
upon the pious labours of his present 
Minister among us, and manifest 
too a very great alteration in re- 
No longer do 
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we see only a few aged persons 
gathering themselves around the 
Lord’s table, to receive a Sacrament 
which is expected to act upon them 
for their spiritual good, like some 
talismanic charm, but a large num- 
ber of both sexes, young and old, 
having evidently more correct views 
of the ordinance in which they unite; 
and labouring with single and earn- 
est faith, to commemorate _ their 
Redeemer’s mercy, and to feed up- 
on his proffered body and blood. 
While they were successively as- 
cending to the altar and returning, 
I occupied my mind in continual 
prayer for each, that the sacrifices 
which they offered, might be 
graciously accepted, and the rest of 
their life be spent according to this 
beginning. There is a pleasure in 
intercession for others, which per- 
sonal supplications do not produce; 
and I make it always my rule, dur- 
ing these moments in the celebration 
of the communion, in which I am 
not necessarily engaged too in the 
service, to lift up my heart earnest- 
ly to God, for his grace to rest in 
much pewer upon those around 
me. 

And now the service was drawing 
to its close. All things had been 
done decently and in order,—with 
sincere thankfulness we _ stood 
around the altar which had witness- 
ed our solemn vows, and with up- 
lifted hearts united in the sublime 
praises of the “Gloria in Excelsis,” 
and receiving the authoritative bene- 
diction of our beloved Pastor, were 
prepared to separate for our private 
homes. I left the house of God 
with sincere gratitude for the pre- 
cious ordinances of the Sabbath; 
and blessing him with all the powers 
of my heart for his manifold mercies, 
I returned again to my own taber- 
nacle, desiring to spend the 
strength which I had received from 
him, in serving and glorifying him 
through all my days. 
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CHRISTIAN CATHOLICISM. 
By Bishop Griswold. 


The harmony which has so hap- 
pily existed in our Churches, de- 
mands our thanktul acknowledg- 
ments to Almighty God. But who 
need be reminded of the vast conse- 
quence of strengthening this thing? 
Let us follow after charity, the bond 
of perfectness, that love may be 
without dissimulation. That among 
the most sincere and pious Chris- 
tians, there should be many shades 
of difference in opinion respecting 
some abstruse doctrines, and the 
most prudent mode and effectual 
means of conducting our ministerial 
labours, ts neither more nor less 
than must reasonably be expected 
from the nature of religion, and the 
common infirmities of man. But 
though Christians cannot in every 
thing be of the same mind, it is very 
possible and very necessary that 
they should be of the same spirit. 
Let us respect the opinions of our 
brethren, and bear with patient 
meekness what we may deem their 
faults or infirmities. If among us 
there are those in whom a sense of 
duty excites a more ardent zeal for 
the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel 
who, with uncommon assiduity, la- 
bour in word and doctriae, and de- 
sire to know nothing but Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified; let not 
such be uncharitably censured; for 
how know we but that “God hath 
received them,” and will bless 
their labours? Or should there be 
those of our brethren who believe 
that the present state of Christianity 
requires a more sober and formal 
exercise of the Gospel Ministry; 
that zeal should be tempered by 
reason and guided by knowledge; 
that prudence and moderation must 
be exercised, and much care taken 
that we strive lawfully; and that 
preaching the doctrines of the cross 
is less edifying and useful, than in- 
culcating the duties of Christian life, 
let us take heed that such are not 
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inconsiderately condemned as being 
cold or ijuke-warm, or unfriendly to 
Evangelical truth.* Who art thou 
that judgest another man’s servant? 
To his own master’ let him stand 
or fail. Let us not vainly suppose 
that every opinion is to be stretched 
or cut to our own length. Men 
have their peculiar gifts and talents: 
let each one exercise his own, and 
“prophesy according to the propor- 
tion of faith.” “Let each be persua- 
ded in his own mind,” and “wait on 
his ministry”’ in that manner which 
he conscientiously believes will best 
promote the honour of God. “Let 
us not judge one another any more; 
but judge this rather, that no man 
put a stumbling block, or an occa- 
sion to fall in his brother’s way. 
Let us follow after the things which 
make for peace, and the things 
wherewith one may edify another.” 
The “Lord has taught that all our 
doings without charity, are nothing 
worth.” Let us strive for this 
“bond of peace and of all virtues.” 
Let all who are brethren in Jesus 
Christ, love one another, and “en- 
deavour to keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace.”” What 
other motive can we need for the 
discharge of this most essential 
duty, than the serious consideration 
that “there is one body and one 
spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism.” ‘There are 
diversities of gifts, but the same 
spirit;” and let the same spirit rule 
in every Christian’s heart. Let not 
the brother of low degree be despi- 
sed; but rather condescend to men 
of low estate,” “in honour preferring 
one another.” 


* It is not here intended to give any 
countenance to irregularity in conduct, 
unsoundness in doctrine, or unfaithful- 
ness in preaching the Gospel: but to 
commend that charity which believeth 
all things, and is most essential to the 
Christian Character, and the prosperity 
ef true religion. 


BYrERNITY. 
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Eternity! Eternity! is a depth which 
no Geometry can measure; no Arithmetic 
calculate; no Imagination conceive; ne 
Rhetoric describe.—Mars. Moors. 

A philosopher accustomed to al- 
gebraical calculations having heard a 
sermon upon eternity, was dissatis- 
fied with the suppositions and ex- 
amples proposed by the preacher; 
and returning home, and retiring to 
his study, he set himself to think 
upon the subject, and threw his 
thoughts together upon paper as 
they arose, in the following man- 
ner:—“1. Finite, or what has an end 
compared with infinite, or what has 
no end, is nothing; a hundred mil- 
lions of years, compared with eter- 
nity, are nothing.—2. There is 
more proportion between the least 
finite and greatest finite, than there 
is between the greatest finite and 
infinite; there is more proportion be- 
tween an hour and a hundred mil- 
lions of years, than there is between 
an hundred millions of years and 
eternity; because the least finite 
makes part of the greatest, whereas 
the greatest finite makes no part of 
infinite. An hour makes a part of 
a hundred millions of years; because 
a hundred millions of years are only 
an hour repeated a certain number 
of times; whereas, a hundred mil- 
lions of years make no part of eter- 
nity; and eternity is not a hundred 
millions of years repeated a certain 
number of times.—3. With regard 
to infinite, the least or the greatest 
finite are the same thing; with re- 
gard to eternity, an hour, or a hun- 
dred millions of years, are the same 
thing; the duration of the life of 
man, or the duration of the world, 
are the same thing, because both 
are nothing, and nothing admits not 
of more or less. All this being 
evident and granted, I now suppose 
God to grant you, who read this, 
but a quarter of an hour to live, 
wherein to secure an eternity of 
happiness, and avoid an eternity of 
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misery, and at the same time to re- 
veal to you that the world itself 
Should come to an end an hour after 
your death; I ask you, upon this 
Supposition, what account would 
you make of the world and its judg- 
ment? what account would you 
inake of its pains or pleasures 
during your lives?’ With what care 
would you notthink your obligations 
to employ yourselves for God, and 
every moment of your lives to pre- 
pare for death!—4. Fools thai ye 
are, do you not perceive, with re- 
spect to God, with respect to eterni- 
ty, the supposition I have just made 
is indeed a reality; that the duration 
of your lives, compared with eterni- 
ty, is less than a quarter of an hour; 
and the duration of the universe less 
than an hour? | also make another 
supposition: Ifyou had a hundred 

ears to live, and, for your support 
the whole of this period, must only 
have what you carry off in the space 
of an hour from a treasury of gold 
and silver coin, the entrance to 
which should be left open during 
that hour; | ask in what you would 
employ the hour—in sleeping, 
walking, feasting, or diversion? 
Doubtiess not; but in amassing 
riches, and even loading yourselves 
with gold in preference to silver.— 
5. Fools that we are, we must exist 
to all eternity, and during this eter- 
nity we should have the reward se- 
cured in time, and during the short 
space of our lives; and yet we 
employ notall our time in endeavour- 
ing to obtain a great reward. But 
you will say to me, During our lives 
it is necessary to sleep, to drink, to 
eat, and to take some recreation. I 
grant it; but what hinders that, like 
St. Paul, you may do all for the love 
of God, and thereby obtain a recom- 
pense for all? It must be confes- 
sed, that the passions are so lively, 
and opportunities so seducing, that 
jt is a wonder there should be one 
righteous man upon earth; neverthe- 
less, there are such; and this is the 


UNEXAMPLED BENEFIOENCE. 
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effect of the mercy of God, and the 
grace of the Redeemer. On the 
other hand, death, judgment, eterni- 
ty, are truths so terrible, that it is 
astonishing there should be one sin- 
ner upon earth; such however there 
are: this is the effect ot these great 
truths being forgotten. Letus, then, 
meditate, watch, and pray, that we 
may be of the nu:aber of the right- 
cousin time and in eternity.””. Such 
was the sermon of our philosopher 
made for himself, and with which he 
was so satisfied, that he read it every 
day. He did more; he profited by 
it, and led a holy life, conformable 
to the great truth he had continual- 
ly before his eyes. 


UNEXAMPLED BENEFICENEE. 

The following interesting circum- 
stance, was first brought to light by 
a young lady of this city. On her 
weekly visit from the Bible Asso- 
ciation, to which she belongs, she 
chanced to step into a low cellar, 
where she found a coloured woman 
far gone in the consumption, with 
her aged husband sitting by her 
bed-side, and another coloured wo- 
man, about the age of forty, acting 
in the capacity of nurse and servant. 
The young lady told them her busi- 
ness.— When the sick woman heard 
that she was onan errand of mercy, 
her withered and sickly countenance 
assuined for a moment the glow and 
brightness of youth. After expres- 
sing a steadfast hope of salvation 
through the merits of a crucified 
Saviour, she gave the following epi- 
tome of her life: But a few years 
ago, she was a slave in New-Or- 
leans; by industry and economy, she 
and her husband were enabled to 
purchase their freedom; and in the 
course of two or three years to lay 
up about 400 dollars. Sitting in the 


door of her cottage one morning, 
she heard that a number of slaves 
were to be sold at auction that day. 
She determined to go and see the 
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sale, and if possible buy one of them. 
Said she to herself, “T have somuch 
money, and it I can make it the in- 
strument of redeeming one of my 
fellow-beings from slavery, then I 
can say to my soul, ‘depart in 
peace.’”? She went, and purchased 
one for two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. But now, said she, 1 must 
place her under the sound of the 
gospel. She took passage for her- 
self, her husband, and her liberated 
frierd for this city, where they 
arrived about six months ago.— 
Wiecn they came ashore, “Now,” 
said she, “you are in a free state. 
where the privileges of the gospel 
are enjoyed. All that I ask for my 
kindness to you, is that you strive to 
make your peace with God. Ifyou 
live with me, and with me work for 
your support, I shall be rejoiced: 
you are at liberty to do as you 
please.”” She accepted of her invita- 
tion,—acts as her nurse—and is now 
rejoicing in the mercy of God. Oh! 
Jet us now cease eulogising How- | 
ards and Wiberforces, and other 
great men of the earth, who have 
contributed of their abundance, for 
the emancipation of the wretched. 
Here is an aged, illiterate, degraded 
daughter of Africa, who gave her 
all to redeem one soul. Let us go 
and do likewise —.Vew York O86. 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 
To the Editor: 


The reprehensions in your work, 
and elsewhere, on the subject of 
Baptismal Balls, and balls in aid of 
National schools and other charita- 
ble and redigious institutions, have 
not suppressed, even if they have 
checked, this incongruous practice. 
Perhaps the animadversions which 
have been levelled at it have been 
so seriously drawn up, that the of- 
fending parties did not feel inclined 
to stop their mirth to peruse them 
I am induced, therefore, to send 
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you a letter, composed in a vein of 
pleasantry, but containing under a 
light surface some solid arguments. 
It was written some time since, by 
a respectable minister on the West- 
ern side of the Atlantic, under the 
following circumstances. A ball 
having taken place in his parish, 
at a season of peculiar seriousness 
among the young people under his 
pastoral charge, many of them, froin 
conscientious motives, had declined 
to attend, though expressly invited. 
Their absence was attributed, erro- 
neously however, to the influence 
and interference of thei pastor, 
who in consequence received the 
following anonymous noite. 
Sir—Obey the voice of Holy 
Scripwre. Take the following for 
your text, and contradict it. Show 
in what consists the evil of that 
innocent amusement of dancing.— 
iccles. iii, 4: “A time to weep, 
and a time to laugh: a time to 
mourn, and a time to dance.” 
A true Christian, but 
no Hypocrite. 


The worthy minister immediately 
wrote the following reply, which, 
as the note was anonymous, and 
without address, remained in his 
own possession, till he lately com- 
municated it to the American Chris- 
tian Spectator; from which I am 
permitted to copy it, for the benefit 
of all cis-Atlantic amateurs of assize, 
baptismal, anc charitable balls. 

I am, &c. 
A FRIEND TO REALLY INNOCENT 
RECREATIONS, 


My dear Sir [or Madam, | 

Your request that I would preach 
from Eccles. iii. 4, I cannot comply 
with at present, since there are 
some Christian duties more im- 
portant than dancing, which a part 
of my people seem disposed to 
Whenever I perceive, 
however, that the duty of dancing 
is too much neglected, I shall not 
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fail to raise a warning voice against 
so dangerous an omission. In tue 
mean Ume, there ave certain diih- 
Culties in the text which you com- 
mecnd to my notice, the solution of 
whici [ should receive with gra- 
litude from a **Traue Christian.” 
My frst difficulty respects the 
time for dancing; for, although the 
text declares that there is a lume 
to dauce, yet when that time is, it 
does not determine. Now this 
point I wish to ascertain exactly, 


before I preach upon the subject; | 


for it would be as criminal, I con- 
clude, to dance at the wrong time, 
as to neglect to dance at the right 
time. 1 have been able to satisfy 
myself, in some particulars, when 
itis not “a lime to dance.” We 
shall agree, I presume that on the 
Sabbath-day, or at a funeral, or 
during the prevalence of a pesti- 
lence, or the rocking of an earth- 
quake, or the roaring of a thunder 
storm, it would be no time to 
dance. Ifwe were condemned to 
die, and were waiting in prison the 
day of execution, this would be 


no time for dancing; and if our! 


feet stuod on a slippery place beside 
a precipice, we should not dare to 
dance. 

But suppose the very day to be 
ascertained; is the whole day, or 
only a part, to be devoted to this 
amusement? And if a part of the 
day only, then which part is “the 
time to dance?” From the noto- 
riously pernicious effects of “night 
meetings,’ in all ages, both upon 
morais and health, no one will pre- 
tend that the evening is the “tine 
to dance;” and perhaps it may be 
immaterial which portion of the 
day-light is devoted to that inno- 
cent amusement. But allowing the 
time to be ascertained, there is still 
an obscurity in the text. Is it a 
command to dance, or only a fer- 
mission? Or is it merely a de- 
claration of the fact, that, as men 
are constituted, there is a time 
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when all the events alluded to in 
the text, do in the providence of 
God, come to pass? If the text be 
a command, is it of universal obli- 
gation; and must “old men and 
maidens, young men and children,” 
dance obedience? If a permission, 
does it imply a permission also to 
refrain from dancing, if any are 
disposed? Or, if the text be merely 
a declaration that there is a time 
when men do dance, as there is a 
tume when they die, then I might 
as well be requested to take the 
lirst eight verses of the chapter, 
and show in what consists the evil 
of those innocent practices of hating, 
and making war, and killing men, 
for which, it seems, there is “a time,” 
as well as for dancing. 

There is still another difficulty 
in the text, which just now occurs 
tome. What kind of dancing does 
the text intend? for it is certainly 
a matter of no small consequence 
toa “true Christian,” to dance in. 
a scriptural manner, as well as at 
the scriptural ume. 

Now, to avoid mistakes on a point 
of such importance, I haveconsulted 
every passage in the Bible which 
speaks of dancing; the most impor- 
tant of which permit me to submit 
to your inspection. 

Exod. xv. 20: “And Miriam the 
prophetess, the sister of Aaron, 
took a timbrel. in her hand; and 
all the women went out after her, 
with timbrels and with dances.’ 
This was on account of the over- 
throw of the Egyptians in the Red 
Sea. 

Judges xi. 34: The daughter of 
Jepbthah “came out to meet him 
with timbrels and with dances.” 
This also was on account of a vic- 
tory over the enemies of Israel. 

Judges xxi. 21: The yearly feast 
in Shiloh, was a feast unto the 
Lord, in which the daughters of 
Shiloh went forth in dances. This 
was done as an act of religious 


worship. 
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2 Sam. vi. 14 and 20: And 
David danced before the Lord with 
all his might.”” But the irreligious 
Michal “came out to meet David, 
and said, How glorious was the king 
of Israel to-day, who 
himself to-day in the eyes of the 
hand.maids of bis servants, as one of 
the vain fellows shamelessly un- 
covereth himself!” Dancing, it 
seems, was a sacred rite, and was 
usually performed by women. At 
that day, it was perverted from its 
sacred use by none but ‘vain fel. 
lows,” destitute of shame. David 
vindicates himself from her irony, 
by saying, “It was before the Lord;”’ 
admutung, that had this oz been the 
case, hcr rebuke would have been 
merited, 

i Sam. xviii. 6. On account of 
the victory of Saul and David over 
the Philistines, “the women came 
out of all the cities of Israel singing 

and dancing.” 

Psal. cxlix. 3: “Let them praise 
his pame in the dance.”’—Psal. xxx. 
11: “Thou hast turned for me my 
mourning into dancing.”” The deli- 
verance here spoken of was a reco- 
very from sickness, and the dancing 
an expression ot religious gratitude 

and joy. 

Exod. xxii, 19: As soon as he 
came nigh unto the camp, he saw 
the calf and the dancing.” From 
this it appears that dancing was a 
part also of idol worship. 

Jer. xxxi. 4: “Oh virgin of Israel, 
thou shalt again be adorned with 
thy tabrets, and go forth in the 
dances of them that make merry.” 
This passage predicts the return 
from captivity, and the restoration 
of the Divine favour, with the 
consequent expression of religious 
joy. 

Matt. xi. 17: “We have piped 
unto you, and ye have not danced; 
we have mourned unto you, and ye 
have not lamented.”” That is, nei- 
ther the judgments nor the mercies 
of God produce any effect upon this 
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incorrigible generation. They nei- 
ther mourn when called to mourning 
by his providence; nor rejoice with 
the usual tokens of religious joy, 
when his mercies demand their gra- 
titude. 

Luke xv. 25: “Now his elder 
son was in the field; and as he 
came, and drew nigh unto the house, 
he heard music and dancing.” The 
return of the prodigal was a joytul 
event, for which the grateful father, 
according to the usages of the Jew- 
ish church, and the exhortation of 
the Psalmist, “praised the Lord in 
the dance.” 

Eccles. iii. 4: **A time to mourn 
and a time to dance.” Since the 
Jewish church knew nothing of 
dancing, except as a religious cere- 
mony, or as an expression of grati- 


| tude and praise, the text is a decla- 


ration, that the providence of God 
sometimes demands mourning, and 
sometimes gladness and gratitude. 

Matt. xiv. 6: “But when Herod’s 
birth-day was kept, the daughter of 
Herodias danced before them, and 
pleased Hered.” In this case, danc- 
ing was perverted from its orginial 
object, to purposes of vanity and os- 
tentation. 

Job xxi. 7: “Wherefore do the 
wicked live, become old, yea, are 
mighty in power?’—Verse Il1: 
“They send for their littie ones, like 
a flock, and their children dance. 
They spend their days in wealth, 
and in a moment go down to the 
grave. Therefore they say unto 
God, Depart from us, for we desire 
not the knowledge of thy ways. 
What is the Almighty, that we 
should serve him; and what profit 
shall we have if we pray unto him?”’ 
‘Their wealth and dancing are assign- 
ed as the reason of their saying unto 
God, “Depart from us,” and of 
their not desiring the knowledge of 
his ways, or of serving him or pray- 
ing to him. 

From the preceding quotations, it 
will sufficiently appear— 
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1. That dancing was a religious 
act, both of the true-and also of idol 
worship. 

2. That it was practised exclusive- 
ly on joyful occasions, such as na- 
tional festivals or great victories. 

3. That it was performed by 
maidens only. 

4. That it was performed usually 
in the day time, in the open air, in 
high-ways, fields, or groves. 

5. That men who perverted danc- 
ing from a sacred use to purposes 
of amusement, were deemed infa- 
mous. 

6. That no instances of dancing 
are found upon record in the Bible, 
in which the two sexes united in the) 
exercise, either as an act of worship 
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7. That there is no instance upon 
record, of social dancing for amuse- 
ment, except that of the “vain [el- 
lows,’ devoid of shame; of the irre- 
ligious families described by Job, 
which produced increased impiety, 
and ended in destruction; and o 
Herodias, which terminated in the 
rash vow of Herod, and the murder 
of John the Baptist. 

I congratulate you, sir, on the as- 
sured hope which you seem to have 
attained, that you are a“true Chiis- 
tiun,’’? and on the meekness and mo- 
desty with which you have been able 
to express it; and most sincerely do 
I join with you in the condemnation 
of all ““hypocvites.” 

I am affectionately yours, &c. 


eviews. 


Lectures on Female Education, deliver- 
ed to Mrs. Garnett’s pupils, at Elm 
Wood, Essex County, Virginia, by 
James M. Garnett.—Richmond, 1825. 


No part of the civil organiza-; 
tion of a country, affords a more 
indubitabie test of the degree of its 
civilization and refinement,—we 
might add, perhaps, of the extent 
of its wealth and power, than the 
progress which has been made in 
its general system of education.— 
Of republics like ours, it is parti-'! 
cularly true, that their chief! 
streneth consists in. the intelli. 
gence and information of their citi 
zens. Every age of the world has 
proved that the only possible ba- 
sis for the erection of despotic 
power, is the general ignorance of 
those who are eoverned; and on 
the other hand. the march of liber- 
ty has been always seen to be con- 
nected with, and dependant ‘on the 
dissemination of proper knowledge 
through all the ranks of a commu 
nity. To the statesinan, then, 
whose anxious mind ever antici- | 








pates the full glory of his country, 
every attempt at education in any 
class of its inhabitants, presents 
strong claims to patronage and fa- 
vour; any means, however humble, 
which may tend to enlighten the 
ignorance, even of the lowest and 
most unimportant of its citizens, 
deserves, and should receive his 
attention and encouragement. 

It is not, however, under a po- 
litical aspect alone, that we are 
disposed to view the importance 
of general education. As Chris- 
tians, we cannot but remember, 
that the concerns of this life, 
however multiplied and important 
in themselves, derive their chief 
consequence from the necessary 
connexion with a future and eter- 
nal state of recompense. By this 
just rule of valuation, which the 
principles of Christianity supply, 
we desire to measure the necessity 
and advantage of all the possible 
engagements of this present state. 
Whatever has a tendency to facill- 
tate the salyation of men, we wish 
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highly to esteem, and constantly 
to encourage;-——whatever tends, on 
the other hand, in any degree to 
retard the accomplishment of this 
mighty end, we must consider, im 
the proportion of its influence, 
deleterious, and the proper object 
of our decided and unreiaxed op- 
position. itis in this light, that 
we consider the general subject of 
education; and upon these princi- 
pies, design to pursue an impar- 
tial examination of the work now 
before us. We feel constrained to 
look upon man as the helpless and 
depraved being which the Scrip- 
tures always represent him to be; 
as in need of every thing which 
can be made the means of rescuing 
him from the bondage of igno- 
rance and guilt, aud of opening his 
eyes to the glorious light of life, 
which the Gospel of Christ con- 
tains. Proper education, we con- 
ceive to be a most influential and 
important instrument for the pro- 
duction of this desirable result.— 
To him, then, that instruction is in- 
finitely valuable, which enables him 
to read and to understand the word 
of God—and leads him to accept 
and to exemplify the great salva- 
tion which it offers for his soul— 
Though as a mere earthly agent, 
any education may be useful to 
him, which assists him in the 
transaction of present affairs—as 
an immortal being, none but what 
may be strictly called a religious 
education, is likely to produce for 
him any material benefit. That 
every individual of the race of 
man may be thus trained up for 
life eternal, should certainly be a 
prominent object of the prayers 
and exertions of those who call 
themselves from the name of 
Christ. Such a system of instruc- 
tion we desire to see established 
in all our schcols, as shall consid- 
er the untold value of the souls oi 
those who are taught,—the vast im- 
portance of their being made “wise 
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unto salvation;’” and shall have 
constant reference to the necessary 
influence of proper -information 
upon the concerns of a future 
world, as well as to its connexion 
with the circumstances of their 
present probationary state. The 
instructors of youth should look 
upon themselves as having charge 
also of the spiritual interests of 
the youth committed to their care, 
and as being In a high degree res- 
ponsible for their proper advance- 
ment. They should place them- 
selves often in this point of view 
before their pupils—should re- 
quire a recognition of their au- 
thority to watch for their souls, 
and should by no means neglect, 
frequently to warn and to admon- 
ish them of the important matters 
which relate to their eternal wel- 
fare. Could this be done, as we 
see no reason why it may not, we 
might extend the remark with 
which our present labour was 
commenced, and look upon the 
progress in education also, as the 
true index in a community, of the 
purity’ an) extent of its Christian 
character. 

It was the idea inculcated upon 
us by the very respectable and 
strongly expressed recommenda- 
tory letters which precede this 
work, that its character and de- 
sign were in a high degree reli- 
gious, that first induced us to be- 
gin its perusal. Such a character 
gave it a strong hold upon our 
interests and regard. Female Edu- 
cation upon a truly religious plan, 
apart from all the follies and frip- 
peries which are now generally 
considered necessary accompania- 
ments to the instruction of young 
ladies, we considered a chief de- 
sideratum in the present state of 
society. In the hope that we had 
here discovered this desirable 
boon, we attentively read through 
the work upon our table. We 
cannot conceal, however, that we 
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have been in a great measute, dis- 
appointed in the expectation 
which we had entertained. The 
system of this work is certainly a 
good one as far as it goes; but we 
cannot consider it as altogether, 
or indeed as in its prevalent fea- 
tures, a religious one. The 

grounds of our disappointment in 
this expectation, we shall lay fairly 
befere our readers in our subse- 
quent remarks, 

Yhe circumstances with which 
it has been brought before the 
public eye, are highly calculated 
to give it an extensive circulacion, 
the influence of which may be al- 
eady seen in the fact, that it is 
the fouith edition which we are 
reviewing, although the first, we 
believe, is not yet two years old.— 
Lectures upon Female Education 
present a powerful claim to paren- 
tal notice;—from the pen of our 
hichly respected author, they 
would commend themseives to the 
attention of ali who felt an interest 
in their subject. Increased inter- 
est is obtained for them by the 
fact that they were delivered to a 
school of young ladies which has 
excited much attention, and we 
have means of knowing, has drawn 
forth much approbation in this 
section of the country. The let- 
ters of unqualified praise, sub- 
scribed by names of general res- 
pect, whi ch usher them into pub- 
lic notice, add another circum- 
stance which will necessarily have 
great weight, in governing the 
opinions of those into whose hands 
the work is most likely to fall.— 
These circumstances, while they 
tend much to increase the proba- 
ble extension of these lectures, 
render also the more inalienable, 
our obligation faithfully to present 
their contents to ourreaders. We 
trust their author will give us a 
candid hearing, while we point out 
what we conceive to be the defects 
ef his performance; and we cer- 
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tainly shall not in the least detract 
from that just, and by no means 
trifling meed of approbation, 
which is his proper right. Our 
own impressions of the vast im- 
portance attached to the proper 
education of that sex which is 
made the subject of his labours, 
must be received as our excuse for 
bringing cleariy into notice the de- 
ficiencies of a work, which has al- 
ready gained, and is still likeiy to 
procure, so large a share of public 
approbation. 

‘There is a vein of good sense and 
sound intelligence pervading the 
ame of these lectures, which 

emmunicates to them an attrac- 
saniaihi peculiarly strong. The 
author has evidently been accus- 
tomed to think, and to think in a 
judicious and discriminating man- 
ner, upon the matters of which he 
writes. He brings before us the 
results of a sound judgment, exer- 
cising itself in an observation of 
the principal moral defects in the 
present systems of instruction for 
females, and proclaiming maxims 
and rules for reformation, waich 
are certainly just and valuable — 
“He looks around upon the peculi- 
ar manners of his country, and 
suits his maxims to them;” and he 
has drawn to the life a picture of 
errors, which every rational parent 
must observe and lament. The 
advice which he gives the young 
persons who listened to him, is 
usually good, and it is unques- 
tionable that any female who could 
be trained from youth to age in 
accordance with his rules, would 
be not only respectable, but ac- 
complished and agreeable. So far 
allis well. But the main and pre- 
vailing defect in the whole of his 
production, is a general absence of 
those peculiar representations of 
character, and those powerful mo- 
tives of conduct, which the Scrip- 
tures offer;—we might indeed say, 
of all motives efficient to the pro- 
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duction of the end which we doubt 
not he desires; the Christian char- 


acter, and of consequence the ever- | 


lasting good of his youthful audi- 
ence. We trust that our subse- 
quent careful examination of the 
work will manifest to our readers, 
that this assertion, thongh very 
broad, is by no means more unli- 
mited than true. 

The volume commences with a 
series of very sensible “remarks 
on some of the chief obstacles to 
education.” Vhe author judi- 


ciously traces sume of these to the | 
manner | 


ill-advised and injurious 
in whicd the first treatment of in- 
fant minds is generally conducted. 
He jays open the sources of these 
errors, and the manner 
operation with much vivacity, but 
in a style rather too familiar and 
jocose, to be very impressive upon 
sober readers. Amidst the muilti- 
tude of the errors which come be- 
fore him, he notices at some length | 
the principle of emulation and ri-, 
valship, as it is generally manag- | 
ed as an instrument of influence | 
among young persons. We with | 
much pleasure, give our readers 
his very appropriate remarks up- 
on this topic. 


“As to the much vaunted principle od 
emulation,—what is it, when carefully | 
analyzed, and cuaskdeved with reference 
to the motive, rather than the object, 
but sheer, unqualified envy; or certainly 
the parent of it? For does it not create 
in us an ever restless wish to surpass 
those whom we emulate; to acquire more 
reputation for talents; and to be more 
admired for our literary 
attainments? IDoes it not give us much 
disquietude if not actual pain, when we 
find these individuals surpassing us, in- 
stead of our surpassing them? Does it 
not disturb and vex and mortify us, 
when we perceive that they have more 
wf public estimation than we have? 
Finally, can we possibly be anxious to 
possess more of any thing, (no matter 
what,) than they do, without wishing at 
the same time that they had Jess than we 
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have: in other words, that we possessed | 
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what they possess, if the superiority at 
which this peruicious passion aims can 
be attained in no other way’ And what 
is all this but envy? To call such a senti- 
ment “generous,” is the grossest abuse 
of language; ner could the mistake ever 
have been made, if the odjects were not 
laudable, for wiiose attainment, this 
s rangely miscalled “generous enula- 
tion’ 1s to be excited, But can any end 
be good, when both the motive and the 
means used for its acquisition are bad? 
Honestly to gain wealth for honest pur- 
poses, is praiseworthy. But to procure 
it by theft or robbery or murder, or for 
sensual gratifications, is a complicated 
crime of the deepest dye. To acquire 
and to deserve a reputation for know- 
ledge and pure morals, that you may 
obey’ the commands of your Ged, and 
prove a Denefactor to mankind, is sull 
more laudable. But to labour for this 
repute merely for the love of human 
applause; or that vou may indulge with- 
out suspicion all the vicious propensities 
ofa depraved heart,~-is sheer vanity in 
the one case and a deadly sin in the 
other.” pp. 27-29. 


The author proceeds to notice 
some obstacles, which error in 
most of the systems in general 
use, throws particularly in the way 
of female education. For his ob- 
servations upon these matters, we 
must refer our readers to his work, 
and hasten to the consideration of 
the lectures which succeed. The 
account which he gives of the 
origin of these lectures and of his 
motives, both in delivering and in 
publishing them, is satisfactory 
and pleasing. We give him the 
most unlimited credit, for his 
unaffected desires to promote the 
permanent good of those who 
heard him, and certainly hope that 
his exertions were not used in 
vain, On leaving his introductory 
remarks, we cannot but observe, in 
illustration of a remark upon his 
stvle, above made, that such ex- 
pressions as “leading apfies in hell,’ 
which occurs on page 37, strike 
us as having a grossness entirely 
unsuitable for an address to a com- 
pany of young persens. Our 
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author, we think, has a’ peculiar 
fordness for the employment of 
striking expressions, often at the 
hazard of their propriety. Several 
instances of such occur in the 
course of these lectures, which we 
shall candidly notice as we pass} 
them. 

The first Lecture, after stating |' 
the subjects proposed for the 
course, is designed itself to treat 
upon the “Moral and Religious 
eblizations to improve time as 
much as practicable.” This sub- 
ject is handled in an impressive and 
useful manner, so far as the dis- 
cussion of it is carried; and as a 
specimen of the author’s manner of 
addressing himself to his audience, 
we wil! extract from it, the follow- 
ing serious and interesting pas- 
sage: 


“It is by such combined views as the 
foregoing, of our animal and rational 
natures, that we arrive at a knowledge 
of the temporal purposes for which the 
great first cause, a God of infinite power, 
wisdom and goodness, hath created 
mankind. And having seen how merci- 
fully, as well as wisely he has contrived 
that the most direct road, to happiness 
in this world, is through a strict compli- 
ance with all our moral obligations,— 
among the most important of which, are 
temperance both of body and mind, indus- 
try in acquiring and usefully employing 
knowledge, economy of time and pos- 
sessions, philanthropy and beneficence; 
we are led by casy and obvious steps to 
the belief, even independent of the di- 
rect evidence of Holy Writ, that our 
situation in the world to come, will en- 
tirely depend upon the extent of this 
compliance. But when we open that 
best gift of our Father and our God, 
the Holy Scriptures dicteiclves,thin 
belief is confirmed beyond the possibility 
of doubt, by a revelation as clear us the 
light of day, where, in addition to the 
sanctions of reason and experience, 
every neglect of duty is denounced 
under the most awful and appalling 
responsibilites; and every fulfilment 
thereof, solicited and encouraged by 
promises of “that peace in this world, 
which passeth all understanding:” and 
of that unutterable bliss in the nezt, 


ai 


/conceive ” How is it possible then, my 
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| which “it is not in the heart of man to 


young frends, that any of us can neglect 


“30 great salvation?” How fatal is the 


; 


' desperate error of im aginin g thai any in- 
'dulgence whatever, either of body or 


mind, taken at the expense of virtue and 


| 


wisdom, Can procure us happiness,-- even 
in this very bret siate of existence? 
|These heaven bestowed guardians of 


our temporal and eterna! welfare, can 


never be offended with impunity: nor 
do we ever fail, sooner or later, to sutier 


some punishment proportioned to every 
| transgression against their unerring dic- 


tates. If we disobey them in the slight- 
est particular, some inconvenience is al- 
most sure to foliow; and rebellion 


‘ against them in more important matters, 
‘rarely escapes from some one or other of 


the following evils:—-disgust and loath- 


| 


| 


“Religious obligations”’ 


ing at ourselves, and the objects of our 
short-lived gratifications; remorse, con- 
tempt from the world, poverty, disease 
and death.” pp. 63-65. 


But sensible as is this first lec- 
ture, it is in our apprehension, to 
a great extent defective. The au- 
thor designs to speak of the 
to the im- 
provement of time, yet he does 
not refer to that one circumstance 


'which stamps its chief and inesti- 
-mable value upon every hour that’ 


passes; the fact that it is the only 


period which God has mercifully 


allotted to sinners as a day of 
grace and salvation, in which 
they may embrace the offers of a 


'Saviour’s mediation, and be led by 
his Spirit to a performance of his. 
will. He speaks, it is true, of its 


connexion with a future state; but 
he dwells chiefly upon the acquisi- 


tions which are made i science 
_and literature, as furnishing means 
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for future happiness:—or if he 
goes farther, it is but to add to 
these a fulfilment of morat obliga- 
tions, or to refer to the Christian 
Revelation, but in a very general 


'and unprofitable way. For in- 


stance, he says:— 


“The iron hand of poverty may reach 
even those who appear at present far 
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beyond its reach:--disease and death 
may bereave us of the dearest objects of 
our affections; and then the misery and 
anguish of such visitations may crush us 
to the earth. Alas! my young friends, 
what then will become of the mind, 
destitute of all those consolatry resour- 
ces, which literature, science and christi- 
anity supply.”  p. 69. 


We can accede to the correct- 
ness of no principles of moral es- 
timation, which shall place chris- 
tianity as a source of consolation, 
in subordination to literature and 
science. None can value proper 
literary attainments more than we. 
But we are utterly at a loss to 
imagine the comfort or support 
to be derived from them, in the 
hours of disease and death. The 
soul then needs higher consola- 
tions than its own acquisitions in 
any course of research can afford; 
higher than are here referred to, 
except in a very general and 
inefficient manner. The opportu- 
nity which the truly serious and 
important subject of this lecture 
presented to the author, of setting 
the paramount claims of religion, 
clearly before the minds of his 
youthful auditors, ought not to 
have been neglected. As it is, we 
are obliged to say that we discern 
in it no peculiarly religious obliga- 
tion to the duty which he requires; 
though its moral obligations are 
well and clearly set forth. 

One passage in the course of the 
lecture, claims, in our judgment, 
particular reprehension. The fol- 
lowing we refer to: “Have we 
any doubts in regard to the means 
of attaining these objects, (i. e. to 
promote the good of others, at the 
same time that we take care of 
our own,) let us appeal on every 
practicable occasion, to that 
Heavenly Guide,—our reason,— 
and we shall rarely be at a loss 
how to act.”” We certainly allow 
that reason rightly exercised, is a 
valuable guide. That it is always 
sufficient for our direction, we can- 
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not assent to. Nor do we believe 
that is a proper or will be a suc- 
cessful method of leading youthful 
minds to the perception and prac- 
tice of necessary duties, to direct 
them to follow what they will 
generally be accustomed to receive 
as the dictates of their reason. 
We would have them led to a 
higher and a more influential 
guide; and would teach them to 
look for the direction of their con- 
duct to Him, who has promised to 
“oive his Holy Spirit to those who 
ask him,’ and has said “suffer 
little children to come unto me 
and forbid them not, for of such is 
the kingdom of Heaven.”’ In the 
concluding exhortations of this 
lecture there is a degree of solem- 
nity in address, which we trust 
may have been impressive and 
profitable in its tendency to all 
who were privileged to hear it in 
the class of pupils. 

With these remarks, we dismiss 
the present lecture and proceed to 
the next in course, the subject of 
which is “the proper means of im- 
provement.” These are judicious- 
ly selected and well arranged. 
They contain some sound maxims 
of conduct, which being followed 
through all the concerns of life, 
would certainly be productive of 
order and happiness. They are as 
follow: 


“Do whatever you have to do with all 
your might 

‘Never put off until to-morrow what 
ought to be done to-day. 

“Believe yourselves capable, by per- 
severance and industry, of learning what- 
ever thousands and millions have learned 
before you. 

“Never make invidious or discourag- 
ing comparisons between your own pro- 
gress and that of others. 

“Suffer nothing to divert or withdraw 
your attention from the immediate object 
of investigation, during the time which 
you are expected to devote toit.” p. 93. 


In the commencing observations 
of this lecture, we find a passage, 
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which, as in a high degree pleas- | 
ing and useful, we extract for our | 
readers:— 


‘Would you have vour destiny a way 
strewed over with flowers; would you | 
colour the picture of your subsequent | 
life, with all the lovely tints which vir- | 
tue and knowledge can bestow;—in | 
short, would yoa be happy both here | 
and hereafter; then treasure these means 
of improvement in your heart, as yeu 
would its vital blood; make them the 
constant rules of your conduct; the stan- 
dard by which you estimate the value of 
every object of human pursuit; and the | 
faithful guides to point your way to the 
love and the affection of the wise and | 
the good; to the admirtion and delight | 
of all with whom you mcy be connected 
by the nearest and dearest of all human 
ties. lf, however, you should have no | 
such laudable ambition,-—-which God for- | 
bid;--if your wishes lead you to a life of 
utter idleness;--of selfish and sensual 
gratification; of frivolous amusements and 
vain ostentation; you have only to neg- 
lect these means, and in all probability 
you may for a time fully succeed in your | 
objects But what will be the conse- 
quence? A possibility of making your- | 
selves the gaudy butterflies of a day’s | 
chace to the frothy coxcombs and prof. | 
ligates of our sex,—with the certainty, 
should you survive the rapidly evanes- | 
cent period of youth, that you will be-| 
come the caterpillars of avoidance for | 
weeks, months ana years, to all those, | 
whose regard and esteem is worth seek- | 
ing. You may, it istrue, be still parts | 
(but little better than nuisances) in that 
most endearing union of interest and af- 
fections, called a family. As children, 
you will be of no use to your parents; as | 
sisters, your fate will be merely not to be 
disliked; and as wives, you can have no 
hope nor right to occupy a higher sta- 
tion, than possibly to be considered con- 
venient articles towards housekeeping. 
But man’s most esteemed participators in 
prosperity; his best comforters under all 
the afflictions of adversity; and his most 
beloved friends in every situation, must 
be women of quite a different order.— 
They must have cultivated understand- 
ings, great self-control, kind and affec- 
tionate dispositions, and a constant ope- 
rative conviction of the necessity under 
which they live, faithfully to perform all 
their moral and religious obligations, 1 








hope you will not understand me as pre- 
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dicting an old age of neglect and con- 
tempt to all who do not become what 
might be called learned ladies. Such 
attainments but very few can acquire, 
owing to the very short period allotted 
in our state of society, to Female Fdu- 
cation. But that species of learning 
which is of infinitely more value to both 
sexes, than any other, is within the reach 
of you all. It is simply to know your 
various duties; anc to feel and to cherish 
continually, the proper motives to prac- 
tise them.” pp. 77-80. 


But after expressing our un- 
feigned satisfaction with this long 
quotation, such is the checquered 
character of our present duty, we 
are constrained to point out asa 
subject for animadversion, a pas- 
sage which is immediately subse- 
quent to it; the perusal of which 
has given us much pain. We 
give it in our author’s words, as a 
topic for some further remarks. 


“But to you who aspire to better 
things, (as | most fervently hope that all 
do); to you who ardently desire when 
time shall be no more, to render back to 
your Father and God, the rational and 
immortal souls which he has given you, 
adorned with all the virtue and knewl- 
edge of which they are susceptible; to 
you who have these elevated and truly 
glorious views, I need only say—enter, 
my excellent young friends, the path cf 
science, however rugged it may at first 
appear. ‘The fair and fragrant blossoms 
of promise will soon court your accep- 
tance on every side; and ere long its 
delicious fruits will recompense your 
toil.” p. 81. 


We object strongly to the idea 
that we are to come before a God 
“elorious in holiness,” to present 
our souls as claiming their appro- 
val for the ornaments of virtue and 
knowledge of which they are sus- 
ceptible, and which they may have 
acquired; and as strongly to the 
idea, that the path of science, as it 
is called, is the way in which ac- 
ceptance at his hands is to be ob- 
tained. We appeal to our pious 
and reflecting readers, whether 
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such representations and motives 
as are contained in this passage, 
are not far more calculated to in- 
spire proud feelings and cultivate 
ambitious hopes, which rather need 
correction than excitement, than to 
produce any religious and useful 
effect. To us they appear by no 
means likely to be advantayeous in 
their influence upon young minds, 
already far too prone to form and | 
indulge ambitious and complacent | 
views of themselves and their own | 
conduct. 

We are glad to reverse this pic- | 
ture in some degree, by extracting , 
a subsequent passage of the same 
lecture, as remarkably distinguish- | 
ed for its propriety and intelligence. 





‘Another means of improvement scarce 
less necessary tlian those already men- 
tioned, is never to make invidious or dis- | 
couraging comparisons between your | 
own progress and thatof others. By the 
first, you will lose in envy, infinitely | 
more than you can gain in knowledge,-— 
to say nothing of the great etfect which ° 
the perception or conceit of your being 
a little me.¢ advanced than your associ- | 
ates, will have in relaxing your own ex- | 
ertions. And by the last, your improve- | 
ment may not only appear less than it 
really is; but you may ascribe your want | 
of equal information to inferior capacity, | 
when it has really proceeded from the 
want of equal diligence. ‘The true way 
is to compare your own progress with | 
itself.—In other words, contrast, from 
time to time, your present with your past 
acquirements; and if you find upon an 
impartial examination, that you have ad- | 
vanced, and feel a strong desire still to go | 
on, you need never despair of success. 
The calumniators of your sex have so 
long and so often imputed to you, fickle- 
ness, petulance, want of perseverance, 
and incapacity for close study and scien- 
tifick acquirement, as peculiar characte- 
ristics, that some ladies seem actually to 
have been persuaded the imputation was 
true. Indeed, nota few have gone still 
farther; and if we are to judge by their 
practice, not only take no pains to dis- 
prove the slander, but would lead us to 
believe that they deemed these qualities 
feminine prettinesses and graces. But 
you may rest well assured, my young 
friends, that there is no imaginable rea- 








son for thinking any of those mental qua- 
lifications which are most praiseworthy 
in our sex, either censurable or unattain- 
ablein yours, The Divine Author of our 
being can never have designed, that 
faults in one sex should be virtues in the 
other; nor that mental perfection in man, 
should be mental imperfection in woman. 
To learn and to teach, to suffer calamity 
and relieve distress;—to endure misery 
or enjoy happiness, is equally the lot and 
the privilege of both. Courage to meet 
danger, fortitude to suffer pain, tempe- 
rance in prosperity, resignation in adver- 
sity, diligent application in acquiring 
useful information, and perseverance in 
duty, are neither less necessary nor more 
commendable in the one than in the 
other. Away, then,—forever away with 
all such silly affectation of qualities or 
practices as you would justly ridicule 
and despise in our sex, under the utterly 
false notion that they are at least allow- 
able if not really attractive in yours Re- 
ly upon it, that the sentiments and habits 
which would make a foolish and con- 
temptible man, can never make a wise 
and amiable woman.” pp 88-90, 


The peculiar force and intelli- 
gence of these observations must 
be readily apparent to every rea- 
der. They are entirely well found- 
ed and calculated to be generally 
interesting and profitable. They 
afford a very fair instance of that 
clearness and soundness of judg- 
ment in detecting errors and point- 
ing out their proper remedies, 
which we mentioned above as a 
striking excellence of our author’s 
work. In passing from this lec- 
ture, in which we have found so 
much to approve, we are sorry to 
be obliged to point out onthe 84th 
page, what we must consider a 
light and irreverent application of 
Holy Scripture. Of the two first 
means of improvement which he 
adduces, the author says, “I will 
not go so far as to say that ‘upon 
these two hang all the law and the 
prophets,’” &c. We are decided- 
ly of opinion, that the words of 
God should never be brought into 
discourse upon such unimportant 
and irrelevant occasions,—-nor ever 
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but for means of profit and instruc- 
tion. This inconsiderate and tri- 
fling use of the words of inspira- 
tion, must surely be considered as 
‘taking the name of God in vain,” 
and by no means becoming the lips 
of those who call themselves Chris- 
tians; and as still less suitable, if 
possible, in addresses like these to 
the young. 

The subject selected for the third 
lecture, is “Temper and Deport- 
ment.”? The great importance of 
this subject, our author seems well 
to appreciate; for within its limits 
may be easily comprised every 
thing that appertains to christian 
character and conduct. The sub- 
ject is managed with much clear- 
ness and force; and we should say 
that upon the whole, this is per- 
haps the best lecture in either se- 
ries. We were much surprised, 
however, to observe in its very out- 
set, a remarkable instance of the 
deficiency which we have already 
noticed as so generally prevalent 
throughout the work. To excite 
a more serious attention in his au- 
ditors to the matters which he pre- 
sents before them, he calls upon 
them to imagine the spirits of all 
those whom they most valued, to 
be observers of their conduct and 
listeners to his words. <A heathen 
philosopher might be allowed to 
find his highest restraining motive 
in the presence of Cato; but a chris- 
tian lecturer, we think, should have 
gone higher than to any created 
interference, for the means of ex- 
citing attention to such important 
topics. His succeeding observa- 
tions upon the various distinctions 
of a bad and a good temper, are 
highly valuable. But we have still 
to notice as an omission, in our 
opinion, of an important charac- 
ter, that nothing is said of the ori- 
gin of the one in the corruption of 
the human heart; nor of the only 
means of forming and cultivating 
the other—the powerful operations 
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of divine grace. He refers, it is 
true, to the Scriptures for a de- 
scription of a desirable temper; 
but he leaves his youthful auditors 
to the poor dependance upon their 
own firmness and resolution for the 
means of obtaining it. The utter 
futility of all such dependance, we 
presume our author must have ex- 
perienced in common with his fel- 
lows. His own experience, there- 
fore, should have induced him to 
point out a surer way to those 
who were to be governed by his 
instructions. 

The same clearness and perspi- 
cuity in style which we have often 
had reason to applaud in our au- 
thor, characterizes his observations 
in the latter part of this lecture, 
upon the subject of deportment.— 
Though the word “deportment” 
appears to us much too general in 
its extension, to designate well the 
matters which alone he treats of 
under it. He rather refers to that 
external conformation to establish- 
ed rules of politeness, which is 
more properly called “manners,” 
than to the general conduct of the 
life, which “deportment” rather 
seems to imply. We usually at- 
tach a meaning of a moral charac- 
ter to this latter word, and gene- 
rally class under it all those actions 
which flow only from moral prin- 
ciples. He speaks here only of 
those parts of the outward demea- 
nour which have no particular con- 
nection with moral motives or 
ends. We might, perhaps, in 
some measure except his remarks 
upon female conduct during the 
time of worship. They are seri- 
ous and interesting, and commend 
themselves particularly to the at- 
tention of the young. We wish he 
had given himself a less limited 
scope in the latter part of this lec- 
ture, and had exhibited clearly the 
characteristics of christian deport- 
ment as connected with and flow- 
ing fromachristiantemper. This 
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extension of his field and of his la- 
bours would have rendered the re- 
sult much more interesting and 
useful. As it is, however, we are 
well pleased with the observations 
which are made upon the subject, || 
and see nothing in them to censure 
so far as they are intended to apply. 

The subject selected for the suc- 


ceeding lecture, is “the Faults, Foi- || 


bles, and Vices” of the Female Sex. |! 
An ungrateful task, it will be con- 
fessed, our author has taken upon |! 
himself in this instance; but his 
observations in fulfilling it, are ju- | 
dicious and discriminating. 
have, however, been already so 
particular in our remarks upon the |) 
former lectures, and have so much 
before us still to occupy our time, 
that we cannot dwell upon the pre- 
sent lecture. Its vivacity, and its 
very natural descriptions render it 
peculiarly interesting; and we are 
glad to transfer to our pages a sen- 
sible passage from its conclusion, 
on the subject of Economy, which 
we commend to the notice of our 
readers:— 


“Before I close this address, I must 
not omit to admonish you against ano- 
ther fault, of which many young persons, 
and, indeed, far too many old ones, are 
guilty in a highly reprehensible degree. 
This is the want of economy, both of 
time and money. In regard to the first, 
the calculation among young people 
seems to be, that all which can be taken 
from study and bestowed on idleness, is 
absolute gain; whereas the very reverse 
of this is true: for every moment not 
spent in improving ourselves in all use- 
ful knowledge, (except the time devot- 
ed to necessary recreation) is irrepara- 
ble loss. With respect to the want of 
economy in money matters, no person 
dependant as you all are upon others, 
can possibly indulge themselves in it, 
without committing in almost every case, 
at least three decidedly immoral actions, 
to wit: selfishness,—waste,—and ingrati- 
tude. For you are selfish, when you 
purchase any gratification in which oth- 
ers do not participate; you are wasteful, 
when you expend, as you generally do, 
the price of toil and labour, that is, me- 
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ney, in perishable trifles of little or no 

value; and when you dissipate parental 
| bounty in thoughtless extravagance, you 
| are certainly ungrateful to those who 
| supply you,—not unfrequently, perhaps, 
| by great self-denial,— with the comforts 

and conveniences of life; and above all, 
, with the inestimable means of educa- 
'tion It is buta paltry and utterly futile 
| excuse sometimes made to appease the 
| compunctions of conscience, that the 
| Mousy is your own, given to use as you 
please: for you should ever recollect that 


I it is the pleasure, nay, the command of 





| your Maker, to husband our resources, 
that we may “give to those who need;” 


‘| and to do all the good we can, before 


{ 


We | 








' we are called hence to settle our great 
account at the final day of punishments 
| and rewards. ‘Come, ye blessed of my 
| Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
| for you from the foundation of the world,’ 
| can never be the soul-cheering sentence 
of those who while in this life, spend ei- 
_ ther their time or their money chiefly in 
_sensualand selfish indulgence. Tolearn 
and to labour truly to get our own liv- 
ing, in that state to which it hath pleased 
God to call us; and benevolently to assist 
others in accomplishing the same object, 
is the principal end, as well as the para- 
mount duty of our temporal existence. 
Neither beauty, nor riches, nor accom- 
plishments, nor things present nor things 
to come, can exempt any human being 
from this universal obligation.” pp, 154— 
156. 


In leaving this lecture, we should 
not acquit ourselves to our own 
consciences, were we to pass with- 
out remark, some observations, 
which occur on the 134th page.— 
After having very properly animad- 
verted upon many apparent faults 
and follies in those particular class- 
es of manners which had come be- 
fore him, our author labours to 
euard against an effect of his cen- 
sures, which he thinks to be de- 
precated. 





“Jet nothing which I have said be se 
construed as in any degree to check 
_that buoyancy of spirit and gaiety of 
heart, which are the usual companions 
as well as evidences of youth, innocence, 
good health and happiness. Ne—far, 
very far from me and mine, be all such 
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austerity. Let innocent mirth, the mer- 
wy dance, the good humoured jest, the 
joyous laugh, go round, until the welkin 
rings again; provided always, that noth- 
ing be said or done unbecoming ladies 
to say or do; and provided also, that it 
be not out of season. For example, 
none of those exuberant overflowings of 
animal spirits, either look or sound well, 
immediately on the arrival or during the 
visit of anutter stranger. Still less ought 
they to be exhibited either immediately 
before, during, or after family worship; 
for no lady in fact would do such vio- 
lence to the feelings of piously disposed 
persons, even if she herself had little or 
no piety. Neither ought these outbreak- 

ings to be indulged at the expense of 
any persons much older than ourselves, 
who we believe would be greatly annoy- 
ed by them; for we should recollect that 
‘there is a time for all things:’* and that 
it is a precept of Christianity, as well as 
of good breeding, never unnecessarily to 
wound the feelings of others, even when 
they appear to be in reality, more nice 
than wise, and more fastidious than they 
ought to be.” p, 134. 


The amusement of dancing for 
young persons, and its kindred re- 
creations, involve a subject of no 
small controversy among those who 
are interested in the education of 
the young at the present day.— 
How far they might be innocent 
and to be encouraged, were they 
divested of many of their present 
and apparently inseparable atten- 
dants, we have no means of decid- 
ing; having never seen or heard of 
them in this pure, unmixed state. 
We hesitate not, however, in believ- 
ing that the more entirely young 
persons are screened from the in- 
fluence of what are for distinction 
ealled Worldly Amusements, the 
fewer and the less insuperable will 
be the obstacles to the permanent 
influence of religious truth upon 
their hearts and conduct. The 
safest side in education, will always 
be found to be that of restraint.— 
To indulgences and recreations, 


* We beg leave to refer our readers 
to the 297th page of this No for a very 
kappy illustration of this subject, 


HEVIBW OP MR. GARNBTT’S LECTURES. 





mp 





FEBRUARY, 


youth generally need no excite- 
ment. They will be found far too 
prone to excess in them, under 
whatever system of limitation — 
This we believe accords with the 
experience of all who have been 
required to superintend the instruc- 
tion or the government of young 
persons. It cannot, therefore, be 
a proper or safe way, thus to give 
a loose rein to youthful gratifica- 
tions, with this only proviso, “that 
nothing be said or done, unbecom- 
ing ladies to say or do.”” Many 
things are, without remark, per- 
mitted to the lips and conduct of 
ladies, by the present customs of 
the world, which, in our judgment, 
Christians should utterly avoid.-- 
The instances of limitation which 
our author adduces as illustrating 
the extent of his general reserva- 
tion, we can consider as little bet- 
ter than trifling with the whole 
subject. We must say it would 
give us pleasure to see this whole 
passage expunged in any subse- 
quent edition, from the lecture 
which contains it; for we are fully 
persuaded that it will tend, among 
Most young persons, far more to 
injure than to benefit. 

**Manners, Accomplishments and 
Conversation,” are the topics of the 
fifth lecture. Upon the remarks 
upon these subjects in connection 
with the last lecture, we must ob- 
serve it as an impression strongly 
fixed upon our minds, that a more 
prominent aim of our author’s ob- 
servations, appears to be to form 
his pupils into what he calls dadies, 
—we confess he affixes a higher 
meaning to the word than it gene- 
rally is understood to carry,—than 
to mould them altogether after the 
rules of purely religious character. 
The standard of conduct which is 
given them for all occasions, is 
that it must be /adylike. In prayer 
and in company, in occupation and 
amusement, they are still only re- 
quired to be dadies. Tliis is a view 
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of the proper requisitions in cha- 
racter, far too low for our ideas of 
necessary obligation. We long 
throughout the book, to see some- 
thing like christian standards and 
christian stimulants, to copy them. 
Tie author had every possible ad- 
vantage on his side; and we think 
he ought to have improved them 
to more profitable purpose. <A 
young female’s education can by 
no means be considered as finished 
when she is made a lady in the 
highest sense of the word; for we 
have still to remember that the 
most accomplished and pleasing 
manners, the most unaffected and 
amiable dispositions may cover an 
unconverted heart. Far rather 
would we have set before them the 
bright standard of christian perfec- 
tion, and have clearly displayed to 
them the peculiar and powerful 
means by which it is to be obtain- 
ed; trusting to the circumstances 
of their various stations to form 
their manners in correspondence 
with them, and leaving the matters 
of “dancing, musick, drawing, and 
dress,” to provide for themselves. 
We may perhaps be considered by 


some as quite hypercritical, and | 


altogether ignorant of what attain- 
ments are proper and necessary for 
those who move in spheres of life, 
from which we are debarred. 


But | 
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we took up this book to examine | 
it upon christian principles, and | 


upon these principles we must ful- 
fil our task. 

The latter part of the lecture | 
now under consideration, contain- | 





ing some remarks upon conversa- 
tion, we think valuable, and com- | 
mend to particular attention. We. 
should have been glad to extract | 
from it for our readers, had we not | 
already copied so fully from the | 
work. In our approbation, though, 
even of these remarks, we must 
except the too great license which 
is given to novel-reading, for the 
safety of young persons; for im this 
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light we have endeavoured to look 
upon all these lectures, as address- 
ed to the young, and intended par- 
ticularly for their improvement. 
Many of the defects and errors 
which we have been obliged to 
point out, have been magnified in 
our view by this consideration.— 
Perhaps had the lectures been de- 
livered to mature minds, compe- 
tent and disposed to carry on the 
proper connection between things 
expressed and things understood, 
some of the deficiencies of the work 
might not have been considered se 
important, and so necessary to be 
pointedly noticed. The circum- 
stance of their delivery to a school 
of young ladies, necessarily makes 
every moral error or defect, a fault 
of increased dimensions; and would 
have been a reasonable excuse for 
a much more critical and thorough 
examination of the work, than we 
have had opportunity to bestow 
upon it. 

‘*Many excellent observations oc- 
cur in the next lecture upon “Asso- 
ciates, Friends, and Connections.” 
The manner of treating this sub- 
jectin general, gives us much plea- 
sure, allowing for the general de- 
fect, so often noticed, that not a 
word is said of religious character 
as necessary to constitute the de- 
sirable qualification of any compa- 
nion, or the chief ingredient of hap- 
piness in any proper connection. 
We cannot conceal our satisfaction 
at the discovery we have made in 
the course of this lecture, of two to- 
lerably distinct references to chris- 
tian doctrine. For instance, p. 188, 
it is said, “if you have been taught 
to rely upon his heavenly guidance 
for every determination of your 
will,”’ &c. and p. 198, “there are no 
instances in which he displays the 
omnipotence of his power more ad- 
mirably, than those wherein great 
reformation of character is effected 
by the influence of his Spirit con- 
trelling, regulating, and directing 
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dispositions, which at first appear- | 


ed irreclaimable.” In reading the | 
work, we marked these passages, | 
as the only ones thus far, which— 
have any reference to what must be 
considered peculiarly christian to- | 

ics. We should have been truly : 

lad to have noticed many more, 
and would certainly have given 
due credit for them all. We will, 
pass from this lecture to the next, 
after having made two extracts | 
from it, upon “Friendship and Ma- | 
trimony,” (the excellence of which 
forbids our passing them over un- | 
noticed,) and pointed out ene more 
subject of correction, 





“But to return to the more pleasing | 
theme of Friendship. Would you know | 
what a true friend is, and how tu secure 
such an one for life, take the following 
description; and then use the utmost ex- | 
ertion to resemble the portrait. For to 
render friendship lasting, there must be | 
nearly equal excellence between the par- | 
ties to such an union, although this ex- | 
cellence need not display itself precisely | 
inthe same mode. A true friend is one — 
who can understand all your thoughts | 
and actions; can sincerely sympathize in 
all your feelings, whether of joy or sor- 
row; and who will cling still closer to 
you when adversity frowns or dangers 
threaten; and when the pain of bodily | 
disease, or the agony of mental affliction | 
crushes you to the earth, than during the | 
festive season of uninterrupted prosperi- | 
ty. She must be warm-hearted, good- 
tempered, generous, easily appeased, un- , 
suspicious, scrupulously regardful of | 
truth and sincerity, cheerful, anxiously | 
desirous both for your improvement and | 
her own, and above all, of spotless mo- | 
rals. If you can have merit and good | 
fortune sufficient to secure the affections | 
of one thus eminently gifted, you should | 
treasure her up in your heart of hearts; | 
for her value is as inestimable as it is un- | 
common.” pp. 204—206. 

“The married state, to be a happy one, | 
should never be precipitately entered. 
It should always be with parental appro- | 
bation on both sides; notwithstanding | 
the moral code of some favourite roman- | 
ces and novels dispenses with this preli- | 
minary in so many cases, as almost to con- | 
vert the exceptions into the general | 


rule. Good temper, or the power of go- | 
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verning it, and good morals, with a de- 
cided personal preference, should be the 
indispensable basis of thisunion. Cheer- 
fulness is another prerequisite of no 
small importance. In fact, matrimony 
without it, is but a wearisome pilgrim- 
age; and if cursed with ill temper, it is 
the poisoned shirt of Nessus, from the 
perpetual torment and distraction of 
which there is no refuge for the wretch- 
ed wearer, but in death. Above all 
things, you should avoid the too common 
practice of expecting to find in real life, 
the same kind of characters so often de- 
lineated as heroes in the silly fictions 
which distract the minds of so many of 
your sex. Man, at best, is but a very 
imperfect animal; and the more you see 
and know of him, the greater allowances 
you will be compelled to make for his 
defects, his frailties and his vices. The 
knowledge of this fact, and the proper 
application of it before marriage, would 
save many a bitter pang and hysterical 
fit afterwards. It is of the greatest pos- 
sible importance, therefore, that you 
should early learn to moderate the san- 
guine hopes so natural to youth in regard 
to their future prospects in life; to de- 
scend from the stilts, on which your ar- 
dent imaginations are so prone to mount 
you; and to take a plain common-sense 
view of your probable condition. The 
first step necessary in order to acquire 
the power of doing so, is always to bear 
it in mind, that you are yourselves liable 
to the same or equal deficiencies of cha- 
racter, for which allowances must be 
made by whomsoever you may marry. 
Another great help towards gaining this 
most essential self-knowledge, would be, 
always to turn a deaf ear to any man who 
would try to persuade you, that such 
frail bipeds as yourselves, are really an- 
gels and goddesses. Should it ever be 
your misfortune to be obliged to listen 
to such language, you will never err in 
considering it, either the senseless rant 
of some demented boy who does not 
know you; or the disgusting folly of 
some dotard, who had better be think- 
ing of his grave; or the contemptuous 
ridicule of one who means to laugh at 
you, as so many dolls destitute of under- 
standing.” pp. 213-215. 


Such observations as these need 
no commendation. They are 
sound and clear, and their tenden- 
cy is purely good. And we are 
satisfied that our readers will find 
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in their value a sufficient reason 
for so great a protraction of our 
conclusion. The subject of cor- 
rection which we have reference to 
in this lecture, will be found in 
the 220th page. Referring to a 
subjugated husband, the author 
says, “He, poor devil,” &c. This 
is a fault of the same class with 
the first one pointed out in the 


“Introductory Remarks,’ and we: 
y ’ 


refer to our observations made up- 


on that, as having proper applica- | 


tion to this also. 


The seventh lecture is styled a: 
“Recapitulation and Conclusion.” | 


As such, it passes succinctly over 


the several subjects of the previ-| 


ous course, and with much seri- 


ousness and solemnity, commends | 
At its. 


them to renewed attention. 
close, we find a passage which we 


have marked as a striking omission | 
The. 
hour of conclusion to his labours, | 


of Christian consideratiuns. 


and of separation from the indi- 
viduals of his charge had arrived, 


and the Lecturer addresses them) 


very seriously from this interest- 
ing circumstance. 
time, when one would 
voided, and when a recurrence to 
it Was so evidently proper and ne- 
cessary, he does not bring before 


them the advantages of religion in | 


any tangible shape. Thus he 


concludes:— 


“But continue, I beseech and implore 


you for the last time, to improve both 


your hearts and your understandings by 
the acquisition of all the amiable quali- 
ties, and estimable endowments which 
can adorn the one, or embellish the o- 
ther. Let this be your continual aim;— 
let this be your unceasing pursuit; for 


» such is the imperative command, the ir- 


reversible decree of God himself. And 
instead of the giddy, thoughtless, idle 
nothings, which but too many of your 
sex turn out after leaving school; you 
may prove during life, the pride, the or- 
nament, and blessings of society,—be- 
loved and esteemed by all who know 
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Yet, at this, 
have. 
thought it hardly possible to be a- | 
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you:—and when you die, you will have 
every reasonable hope of finding favour 
with that merciful and omnipotent God, 
who hath promised unutterable bliss to 
‘all who do his will on earth, as it is 
done in heaven.’” pp. 245-246. 


Will any Christian say that this 
is a just or a useful way of repre- 
senting the solemn connection be- 
tween this world and another? Or 
the proper ground of hope when 
the hour of dissolution shall have 
arrived? Is the author willing to 
trust his own soul to such a haz- 
ard? Can he found his confidence 
of eternal rest upon the reflection, 
that he has “done the will of God 
on earth as it is done in Heaven’”? 
We hesitate not, to answer for him 
inthe negative. Why then should 
he have left his interesting hear- 
ers in the possession merely of 
such a vague and undefined hope? 
Why did he not seize the opportu- 
nity, which the occasion presented 
him, of seriously impressing upon 
their minds, probably more than 
usually susceptible at that time, 
the high obligations of religion; 
and of stating to them clearly the 
sole foundation of its precious pro- 
mises? Why did he not, in fine, 
labour to concentrate all their 
views upon “Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified,” as the only friend of 
sinners; and point out to them dis- 
tinctly, the truth of that solemn 
declaration of Him who knew what 
was in man, that “except they were 
converted, and became as little 
children, they could not enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven”? We 
assuredly think, that here is an 
omission of a most serious charac- 
ter;—a deficiency, which a multi- 
tude of disconnected references to 
religion, scattered throughout the 
pages of the work, would by no 
means have counterbalanced; a de- 
ficiency, which we should have 
been far from fulfilling our proper 
duty, did we not pointedly and de- 
cidedly reprehend. 
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We have now brought our pro- 
tracted examination of this inte- 
resting work to aclose. We had 


° } 
designed to make some remarks | 


upon the second series of the lec- 
tures, which the same volume con- 
tains. But as they are in general, 
but an enlarged recapitulation of 
the first course, and we have alrea- 
dy, we fear, too much trespassed 
upon the forbearance of our rea- 
ders, we feel constrained to pass 
over them for the present. We 
would observe, however, that they 
are in some respects more serious 
and religious in their character 
than those of the first series, tho’ 
they fail in the vivacity and pecu- 
liar intelligence which characte- 


} 











rize them. Upon the whole, we 
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should not hesitate to recommend 
this work to the careful perusal of 
our readers. -Its tendency is cer- 
tainly good, and its moral influence 
is beneficial so far as it is carried. 
Its many defects we have candidly, 
and we trust not offensively, point- 
ed out; and to its merits, we have, 
both in our remarks and our ex- 
tracts, given duecredit. We have 
only to wish, in conclusion, that 
this may be but an incipience of 
some more decided and valuable 
improvements in the system of Fe- 
male Education; and that our au- 
thor, and others of equal compe- 
tency to the task, may furnish us 
with other as intelligent and. valu- 
able publications upon this truly 
interesting subject. 








Literary and Philosophical Xntelligenece. 


New PvusBticatTions. 

“Church Register.’ A new paper 
with this title, has just been issued from 
the Philadelphia press. It is edited by 
the Rev. Mr. Weller. 

“Religious Messenger.” This is an- 
other new paper from the same place, 
edited and published by John Clarke 
for the Philadelphia Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 

“Episcopal Register.” This is anew 
religious paper published at Middlebury 
in Vermont. From the well known ta- 
lents and piety of the editor—the Rev. 
Benjamin Smith—large expectations are 
formed with regard to the interest and 
value of the miscellany he has underta- 
ken to conduct. It is peculiarly grati- 
fying to see the genius and strength of 
our country devoted to the defence and 
dissemination of truth. We welcome 
our beloved brother to the field of his 
new enterprize, and most cordially and 
devoutly bid him God’s speed. It gives 
us new strength and animation, when a 
faithful and powerful fellow-labourer 
joins hands with us in supporting the 
great cause of vital and pure religion; 
and we renewedly pray that all our do- 
ings being ordered by God’s governance, 
may be righteous in his sight, through Je- 
cus Christ our Lord, 











“American Magazine of Letters and 
Christianity,” published at Princeton, 
N. J. by G. C. Gibson. The first num- 
ber of this work, which has just been 
issued and now lies upon our table, is 
pregnant with excellent matter, and is 
auspicious to its future character We 
are exceedingly pleased with the design 
of the editors, which is communicated in 
their very sensible and interesting pros- 
pectus. We will extract a few of the 
leading remarks:—The literature of our 
country, every one interested in it must 
observe, is fast maturing its strength for 
the high and long career it is destined 
torun. That it has been hitherto, ina 
very considerable degree, nurtured and 
trained in independence of Christian 
principle and influence, cannot have es- 
caped the notice of any serious and re- 
flecting man;—and the expecliency of 
additional efforts, however smal, to 
check*its tendency toward the formation 
of an infidel character, must be readily 
discerned. The time, moreover, is come 


when Christianity—if this land is to con- . 


tinue favoured with its benefits, must 
begin tu put forth an operation far more 
effective and diffusive than that with 
which it is now seen endued. The un- 
paralleled increase of population among 
us, advancing immeasurably beyond the 
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reach of our Religious Institutions, toge- 
ther with the quickening growth of na- | 
tional prosperity, fraught, among its un- 
doubted advantages, with incalculable 
danger to the purity of public morals 
and social character, furnishes, it is well 
known, ground of the most sober appre- 
hension for the safety of that religion in 
our country, which lies at the foundation 
of all its prosperity.” 

The Christian’s Instructor; containing | 
a summary Explanation and Defence of 
the Doctrines and Duties of the Chris- 
tian Religion; by Josiah Hopkins, A. M. 
Pastor of the Congregational Church in 
New Haven, Vt. 12mo pp 312. Mid- 
dlebury, Vt. J. W. Copeland. 

rhe Passage of the Sea, a Scripture 
Poem; by S. L. Fairfield. New York. 

A Journal of a Tour around Hawaii, 
the largest of the Sandwich Islands; by 
a Deputation from the Mission of those 
Islands. 12mo. pp. 264. Boston: Croc- 
ker & Brewster. 

A Discourse delivered in Trinity Ch., 
New York, on Thursday, November 24, 
1825, (the day of General Thanksgiving 
throughout the State); by the Rev. John 
Frederick Schroeder, A. M. an assistant 
Minister of Trinity Church. 8vo. pp. 
28. New York: G. & C. Corvill. 








A Hebrew Tale, entitled Sephora, de- 
scriptive of the country of Palestine, and 
of the manners and customs of the anci- 
ent [sraelites—2 vols. post 8vo.—may 
shortly be expected to appear. 

The Constitutional History of Eng. 
land from the accession of Henry VII. to 
the death of George II. by Henry Hal- 
lam, Esq_ will soon appear in 2 vols. 4to. 

The late John Lewis Burckhardt’s 
Travels in the Hedjoy, will shortly be 
published. 

The Rev. Dr. Bordlaw has in press 
Two Discourses, occasioned by Mr 
Brougham’s Inaugural Address on being 
installed Lord Rector of the University 
of Glasgow, in which he combats the as- 
sertion that man has no more control o- 
ver his own belief than ability to change 
the hue of his skin. 

Messrs. Thomas B. Wait & Son, of 
Boston, have issued proposals for a new 
periodical work, to be entitled the Jour- 
nal of Education; to be published month- 
ly—48 8vo. pages—$3 per ann. 

The General Synod of the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church in the U. States, at 
their late session in Fredericktown, Md. 
voted unanimously to establish a Theo- 











logical Seminary, and elected the Rev. 
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S. S. Schmucker to the first professor- 
ship. The Rev. Mr. Rurty of Hagers- 
town, has been appointed to visit Ger- 
many and England, to solicit contribu- 
tions. Professor Schmucker is to visit 
New England, and other gentlemen the 
southern and middle states, for the same 
purpose. The Lutheran Church con- 
tains about one thousand congregations 
and nearly 200 ministers. It appears, 
also, that a monthly publication is to be 
issued from Fredericktown, under the 
direction of a Committee of the Synod 
of Maryland and Virginia, entitled “The 
Evangelical Lutheran Intelligencer.” 

The Rev. Alonzo Potter, Professor of 
Mathematics and Natural Philosophy in 
Union College, has been elected Presi- 
dent of the Episcopal College lately or- 
ganized at Geneva, New York 

Dr Siebold, physician to the Dutch 
establishment in Japan, has been ac- 
quiring a knowledge of the language 
and literature of that country, which he 
means to employ for the instruction and 
gratification of the learned He has al- 
ready made some interesting communi- 
cations to the British Asiatic Society.— 
In like manner, Mr. Korous, a Hungari- 
an traveller and philologist, has enjoyed 
favourable opportunities of insight into 
the language and literature of Thibet. 
He has completed a grammar and voca- 
bulary of the language. 


Fire-proof Cement —The French ce- 
ment for the roofs of houses, to preserve 
the wood and protect it from fire. is 
made in the following manner:—Take as 
much lime as is usual in making a pail 
full of whitewash, and let it be mixed in 
the pail nearly full of water; in this put 
24lbs. of brown sugar and 3lbs. fine salt; 
mix them well together, and the cement 
will be completed. A little lamp black, 
yellow ochre, or other colouring com- 
modity, may be introduced to change 
the colour of the cement, to please the 
fancy of those who use it. It has been 
used with great success, and been re- 
commended particularly as a protection 
against fire. ) a 

Damp Detector —An ingenious instru- 
ment bearing this name, has been in- 
vented in London. It consists of a small 
ivory box, containing a needle on a pi- 
vot, like a pocket compass Being set 
at a certain point, it either advances or 
recedes as the surrounding atmosphere 
is moist ordry. It will be useful to tra- 
vellers; for ina moment it will detect 


dampness in bed clothes, 
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Religious Xutelligence. 


An elegant new Episcopal Church 
at St. Andrews, Scotland, was con- 
secrated on the 29th of Sept. last. 





Canada is to be erected into two 
Episcopal Sees, and the Hon. and 
Rev. Charles Steward, who has long 
been an indefatigable and zealous 
missionary there, has been nominat- 
ed to one of them. 





At St. Johns, New Brunswick, 
a new Church has been erected, 
sufficiently large to accommodate 
1300 persons, at the cost of near 
£6000; nearly the whole of which is 
occupied without diminishing the 
former congregation. 

In the course of the late visitation 
of Doctor Heber, Bishop of Calcut- 
ta, to Bombay, he consecrated three 
new Churches, and at the last advi- 
ces was proceeding to the consecra- 
tion of two others within the same 
district. 





The present number of annual 
subscribers to the Christian Know- 
ledge Society in Bartlett’s Buildings 
(London), is about fifteen thousand; 
and it has circulated during the last 
year, nearly one million, five hun- 
dred thousand Bibles, Prayer-books, 
and Tracts. 


PRAYER BOOK AND HOMILY SO- 
CIETY. 

In our last Number we abstracted 
that portion of the Society’s Thir- 
teenth Report which refers to the 
distribution of the Church Formu- 
laries in the vernacular tongue: we 
shall now lay before our readers an 
account of its proceedings in procur- 
ing translations into other languages, 
and distributing them in foreign 
coumtries. 

On this subject the Committee 








adopt the language of a foreigner, 
who says, “The distribution of the 
Liturgy in the languages of Roman 
Catholic countries is most important, 
with a view to proving, to these who 
will read it, that Protestants are 
Christians as well as themselves, and 
that they agree in many fundamen- 
tal articles of faith. The Church of 
England being, like the Church of 
Rome, governed by bishops, and 
having priests and deacons; the prin- 
cipal doctrines of the Christian faith 
being also distinctly expressed in 
the Liturgy; it is probable that the 
Book of Common Prayer may be 
acceptable to Roman Catholics; and 
that many may cease from that 
prejudice which causes them to 
consider Protestants as little better 
than Jews or Heathens, by showing 
them that there exists a church be- 
sides their own, which is neither 
Arian nor Socinian.’’ Illustrations 
of this are afforded in the correspon- 
dence of the Society. 

But in distributing the Liturgy, 
and some of the Homilies, in foreign 
languages, the Committee have by 
no means an eye only to the religious 
benefit of Roman Catholics. To 
conciliate and edify any Protestants, 
is an object equally important in 
their view. ‘The state of Protes- 
tants here,” writes a resident in a 
very distant land, “is most lamenta- 
ble. The great body of them is apos- 
tate from the faith, and consequently 
unholy in their life and conversation. 
From this you may conceive whata 
blessing our simple and scriptural 
prayers are likely to be; and what a 
contrast they make to every thing 
else here. This is felt by the inqui- 
ring Jews, who express their ap- 
probation of our service in strong 
terms.” 

In a subsequent letter, the same 
correspondent says: ‘Your Prayer- 
books are used in Divine service 


> 
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in places where there are no minis- 
ters to conduct it. The burial ser 
vice, which is also used in such ca- 
ses, is much admired. As to trans- 
lated Homilies, we have distributed 
a great number; and it is peculiarly 
pleasing to us to know that the peo- 
ple make the best use of them.— 
They have been so long without 
spiritual food, that they are literally 
hungering and thirsting after it.’— 
Additional testimonies, to a like ef: 
fect, might be produced from the 
letters of correspondents. 

The Society, in course of the 
year, have printed, in one of the 
languages of the continent; four 
short selections from the Liturgy.— 
As the Society’s funds may allow, 
the Committee hope to publish simi- 
lar portions in other languages. 

The translations of the Prayer- 
book and Homilies, already procur- 
ed, have been found very useful in 
Visits paid by the Society’s agent to 
foreign ships on the river Thames. 
In one month he visited one hun- 
dred and forty German, Dutch, and 
Danish, ships; the crews of which 
consisted of five hundred and seventy 
men; and distributed among them 
German Homnilies, and beth Ho:ni- 
lies and a Selection of Prayers and 
Thanksgivings from the English Li- 
turgy, translated into Dutch. These 
were, for the most part, very thank- 
fully received, especially by the 
Dutch: some of the more respecta- 
ble captains expressed their willing- 
ness to reciprocate acts of kindness 
towards English sailors who should 
Visit their ports; and in more instan- 
ces than one, expressions uttered by 
the seamen signifying “My mother 
tongue!” testified the peculiar plea- 
sure with which these tokens of 
good will were accepted. ‘The sai- 
lors on board a Greek ship (the 
Amphitrite) seemed particularly 
grateful for some copies of the first 
Homily in modern Greek. A _ for- 
eign sailor, understanding the object 
of the agent’s visit, said with great 
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earnestness, “ Pray, sir, leave me 
one of your books; a Hamburg 
captain once gave me one of those 
Homilies: it was very good: but I 
have lost it.” His gratitude on be- 
ing presented with a selection of 
German Homilies was very great. 
The Society’s agent having been in- 
formed by the chaplain of the Gram- 
pus frigate, which is stationed at 
Greenwich as a seamen’s hospital 
ship, that on board of that vessel not 
only natives of England and Wales, 
but also French, German, Italian, 
and Spanish sailors were confined 
by sickness, some Prayer-books and 
Homilies in each of those languages 
were sent to him. 

The morning and evening servi- 
ces, and the Psalter, translated into 
Malay by Mr. Thompson, have been 
printed at Singapore; and the prayers 
in Malay are read every Sunday. 

Jn Chinese, the Committee had 
reasoi to suppose that two thousand 
copies of the morning and evening 
services and Psalter had been print- 
ed in the course of the last year.— 
They had also received, from Dr. 
Morrison, a manuscript copy of the 
Second Homily, *On the Misery of 
Mankind by Sin,” translated by him 
into Chinese. On this subject Dr. 
Morrison remarks, “I agree with 
you in considering the Second Ho- 
mily very appropriate for distribu- 
tion among the Chinese, whose mo- 
ral and religious teachers ail feed the 
vanity and pride of the human mind 
by the most unfounded assertions 
concerning the meritorious efhcacy 
of their deeds. Mistaken men, un- 
der the idea of reforming the people 
here, have drawn up a scale of vir- 
tues and vices; and have stated what 
sort of virtues, and how many will 
make amends for so many and what 
sort of vices. The true knowledge 
of ourselves, and the right know- 
ledge of God, are equally removed 
from this people. I pray and hope 
that the excellent discourse to which 
this letter refers, and which I have 
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endeavoured to translate faithfully 
and perspicuously in Chinese for 
your Society, may become a means, 
amongst others, of good to China.” 

The Committee had undertaken, 
on behalf of the Society, to print the 
whole Book of Common Prayer in 
the language commonly called Indo- 
Portuguese. It is estimated that forty 
thousand people at least, inhabiting 
the island of Ceylon, understand this 
language. Part of this version, 
made by Mr. Robert Newstead, a 
missionary in Ceylon, was submitted 
by him to the late Rev. Dr. Twistle- 
ton, Archdeacon of Columbo, who 
highly approved of it; and it has been 
used with acceptance by the transla- 
tor in native congregations. The 
decency and good order which per- 
vade the whole of our national wor- 
ship, are considered by Mr. New- 
stead as features which render it pe- 
culiarly suitable for introduction into 
congregations newly formed among 
the heathen, to whom regularity and 
decorum in religious rites are quite 
unknown. He states that he has ob- 
served with delight the effects which 
the use of it has produced, where 
untutored heathens have been disci- 
plined into outward reverence, and 
sober deportment in the house of 
God. 

The number of bound books— 
that is, Prayer-books, Psalters, and 
Homilies in the entire volume—is- 
sued by the Society during the last 
year; has been nine thousand, seven 
hundred and ninety four: this is lar- 
ger by five hundred and forty-nine 
books than the issue of the preceding 
year; while the number of Homilies 
as tracts sent out from the deposi- 
tory, or printed abroad, during the 
same period, has been one hundred 
and thirteen thousand, eight hundred 
and seventy-five; being an increase 
of more than eleven thousand be- 
yond the issue last reported. 

No additional charge is now made 
for the Ordination Services, which 
are inserted in every Prayer-book 
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which this Society issues. In addi- 
tion to this, a very considerable re- 
duction has been lately made in the 
prices affixed to several Prayer- 
books on the Society’s list. 

We deeply regret that the funds 
of this highly useful Church-of-En- 
gland institution, continue to fall ve- 
ry far short of what is necessary to 
give due effect to the operations of 
the Society. New prospects of be- 
nefit, especially in the article of fo- 
reign translations, are widely open- 
ing; but the state of the Society’s 
funds necessarily limits its exertions 
within much too narrow bounds.— 
We strongly recommend the Socie- 
ty to the best wishes and prayers 
and liberality of our readers.—=Chris- 
tian Observer for November. 


DECISION OF THE APOCRYPHAI. 
QUESTION. 

We are happy to announce, how- 
ever late, the termination of this un- 
happy and alarming dispute, by 
which the very existence of that no- 
ble Institution in which it originated 
was threatened. 

On Monday, Nov. 21, at a spe- 
cial meeting of the Generab Com- 
mittee appointed to examine into the 
question of the circulation of the A- 
pocrypha, made their report; and 
the following resolution was adopted: 

“That the funds of the Society be 
applied to the printing and circula- 
tion of the Canonical Books of Scrip- 
ture, to the exclusion of those books, 
and parts of books, which are usu- 
ally termed Apocryphai: and that all 
copies printed, either entirely or in 
part, at the expense of the Society, 
and whether such copies consist of 
the whole or of any one or more of 
such books, be invariably issued 
bound, no other books whatever be- 
ing bound with them. And, further, 
that all money grants, to societies or 
individuals, be made only in confor- 
mity with the principle of this regu- 
lation.”—London Christ. Guardian. 
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CHALDEAN CHRISTIANS. 

Dr. Walsh, chaplain of the Bri- 
tish Embassy to Constanunople, 
gives the following account of this 
people, which he collected from 
their Bishop, residing at Peru, and 
from other distinguished Chaldeans, 
“A sect of christians, called by 
themselves Chuldeans, has from the 
earliest ages of the Gospel, inhabit- 
ed the country on each side of the 
Tigris, at the foot and on the sides 
and summits of the great chain of 
mountains which lie to the east of 
the river. Shut out from intercourse 
with the rest of the world, they are 
never visited by travellers. The 
population consists of about 500,000 
persons, who are all christians. 
They are free and independent of 
the Arabs, Turks, Persians, or Tar- 
tars, in the midst of whom they are 
situated, and though several at- 
tempts have been made in different 
ages to subdue them, they success- 
fully repulsed them all. They con- 
stantly live with arnis in their hands 
to preserve their independence, and 
do not lay them aside even when 
they assemble in the churches 
for divine service on Sundays. 
Their government is a republican 
form, at the head of which is a 
patriarch, who exercises both a 
spiritual and civil jurisdiction. Their 
capital is Jolemark. It is situated 
in the mountainous region op the 
banks of the river Zadat, which 
rises in the mountains, and runs 
from thence into the Tigris, where 
it is about four hundred teet broad. 
The city consists of one great street, 
passing through the centre, with 
several others branching from it, 
and rising up the mountains at each 
side. It is surrounded by a strong 
wall defended by European cannon, 
which were sometime ago furnished 
to the patriarch by French engi- 
neers. It contains in winter about 
12,000 inhabitants, the greater part 
of whom emigrate in summer to 
numerous villages, which are scat- 








GHALDEAN CHRISTIANS. 319 


{tered on the neighbouring hills. 


The distance of the city from the 
junction of the Zabat with the Tigris 
is about four days’ journey, or some- 
thing more than one hundred miles. 
The patriarch resides at Kosharis, 
on the banksof the Zabat. In some 
of the towns a few Turks occasion- 
ally reside. ‘The exercise of their 
religion is tolerated, but not openly; 
they have, therefore, no Minarets; 
the Muezzan is never heard calling 
the people to prayer, and if any 
Turk is seen in the street on Sunday 
duriug divine service, he is imme- 
diately put to death. 

They have no schools for the 
general education of their children, 
and no printed books among them: 
their knowledge, therefore, is very 
limited, and very few even among 
the better classes, learn to read. 
Instruction is confined to the clergy, 
as the only persons in the communi- 
ty who require it, and when a man 
is disposed to study, he must become 
a priest. He is then supplied with 
such manuscript works as they pos- 
sess in the different churches and 
convents. Among these are the 
Holy Scriptures, translated into 
their language, which, though not 
printed, are common in written 
couples. 

They do not themselves know at 
what ume christianity was first 
preached among them, nor by whom. 
It is remarkable that the Arme- 
nians and Chaldeans, though living 
in countries nearly contiguous, in- 
sulated among Asiatic nations, and 
separated from the rest of christen- 
dom, should yet be so separated 
from each other, as entirely to dif- 
fer, not only in language, but in the 
doctrines and discipline of their 
churches. Their patriarchs and 
bishops have not the smallest con- 
nexion. The Chaldeans at an early 
period adopted the opinions of Nes- 
torius: removed by their situation 
from the control of the Greek 
Church, they retained the heresy in 
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ba. About the year 1553, he was 
induced, when far advanced in years, 
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rejected the authority of the Latin. 
Very early missionaries trom the 
college de propaganda fide at 
Rome, found their way among them; 


ledged the supremacy of the see of 
Rome, and was appointed the patri- 
arch of the Eastern Assyrians, in the 
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been put to death by the Turks. 
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and at present they are divided into 
two parues—primitive Nestorians, 
who hold themselves independent 
of any other church, and converted 


Among other works he wrote an 
account of all the books in the Chal- 
dean language down to his time, a 
copy of which is in Dr. Walsh’s pos- 
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catholics, who acknowledge a depen- 
dence on the see of Rome. Their 
church is governed by three patri- 
archos: Simon of Jolemark, a Nesto- 
rian; Joseph of Diarbkir, Mar Elias 
of Mousul, who are both (Roman) 
Catholics. The twolatter, though ac- 
knowledged by the Chaldeaus, are 
not properly of that nation, but reside 
in Turkish provinces; but the former 
is strictly so: and in fact, the Chal 
deans of the mountains, who are 
the great majority, have hitherto 
rejected all submission to the 
Church of Rome, which denomi- 
nates them heretics, as they still 
retain the discipline of their church 
in their primitive independence. 
Among the remarkable events in 
their history, is one which they 
speak of at this very day with con- 
siderable interest. Ata very early 
period, a part of their wibe emigra- 
ted from the mountains, and pro- 
ceeded to India, where they settled 
upon the sea cvast of the hither 
peninsula, They took with them 
the original purity of the christian 
doctrine and discipline beture it had 
been corrupted by heresy, and this 
purity, they assert, they still retain 
in their remote situation. 

Though the state of literature is 
very low at present among the Chal- 
deans, they have produced many 
authors, who have written works on 
various subjects in their language. 
Among these the most celebrated is 
Hebed-iesu, Nestorian bishop of So- 








session. The catalogue contains the 
titles of 220 books, with some ac- 
count of their contents and authors, 
either originals or translations: 
among the latter are the sacred 
Scriptures and Josephus; the former 
are generally ecclesiastical or con- 
troversial. 

There is every reason to hope 
that the circumstances of this remote 
sect of christians, now so imperfect- 
ly known, will soon be better under - 
stood, and their spiritual condition 
improved. 

The Bible Society at Constantino- 
ple, have opened an intercourse with 
them, and they have expressed great 
willingness to receive the Scrip- 
tures.” 

London Lit. Gazette, Nov. 12. 


PALESTINE MISSION. 
Letter from Mr. Goodell to the Corres- 
ponding Secretary. 
Account of an Armenian Prelate. 


My Dear Sir, 

On the 6th inst. I received your 
two letters of August 7th and 19th, 
1824, and was gratified to hear of 
your safe return from the south, and 
of those heavenly dews, which were 
dropping down upon the wilderness, 


‘and converting the desart into a 


fruitful field. 

On the 2d of October last, I re- 
ceived into my family, to instruct 
me in Turkish, a learned and vener- 
able Armenian Prelate, by the 
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name of Dionysius. He was born 
at Constantinople; spent thirty-six 
years of his life in the convent at 
Jerusalem, the last nine of which he 
was Bishop; and for a long time 
conducted the principal correspon- 
dence of the convent. He is now 
fifty years old; and on account of 
his age, his services, and his acq:.ire- 
ments, he is considered as having 
the standing of an Archbishop, and 
in all official documents subscribes 
himself as such. He had become 
disgusted with many of the super- 





stiuons of his church; and, nearly | 
one year ago, he left Jerusalem, and | 
what little property he possessed, | 
amounting to about a thousand dol- | 
lars, which he had previously lent | 
to the convent, and which it now re- 
fused to pay him, and determined 
to spend the remainder of his life 
at Constantinople. On his journey 
he met with the Neapolitan Consul, 
who made him his agent at Sidon. 
W hen this office expired, he was on 
the point of prosecuting his original | 
plan of ending bis days at Constan- 
tinople. I had previously known 
him; and, providentially hearing of 
his situation at this time, I sent to 
know if he would be my instructor 
in Turkish for a few mouths. He 
readily acceded to my proposal, and 
has hitherto conducted himself in 
such a manner, as to receive the 
cordial approbation of all who are 
connected with this mission. He 
speaks Armenian, Turkish, and 
Arabic; but writes only the two for- 
mer. With his assistance, I have 
translated Dr. Green’s Questions 
and Counsel into Turkish, and part 
of a sermon on prayer, taken chiefly 
from one of Dr. Burder’s on the 
Lord’s Prayer. He is also trans- 
lating select portions of Scripture 
for Tracts. We shall probably be 
able to furnish matter sufficient to 
keep the press constantly employed, 
as soon as you shall send one, to- 
gether with a good printer, from 
America. Iam also preparing an 
Vou. 7.4.No. 7.—41 











Italian and Turkish Grammar; a 
Turkish Dictionary, an Italian and 
Turkish Dictionary, and a Turkish 
and Italian one. I dare not indulge 
the thought, that, without better 
means than | now enjoy, [ shall live 
to complete these works. I com- 
menced them, because I found it 
the best, and indeed, the only me- 
thod to retain for my own use on 
future occasions the words, or the 
principles, which I meet with from 
dayto day. Andsome abler hand, af- 
ter lam gone, may complete what I 
have feebly begun. I have not yet 
been able to find any Turkish Dic- 
tionaries, or standard works, with 
the Armenian character. 

At the request of Bishop Diony- 
sius, I have given him a name, and 
call him Signor Garabet. This 1s 
an Armenian word, and signifies 
forerunner. I have given him this 
name with the hope, that he may 
be the forerunner of great good to 
his nation. 

When he first became a member 
of the family, he was in the habit of 
frequently taking the name of the 
Lord in vain, and appeared to be 
perfectly unconscious that it was 
sinful. I conversed much with him 
on the subject, and he has now en- 
tirely abandoned (at least in our 
hearing) a practice, which prevails 
as extensively in this country, as 
there are tongues to speak. He 
has invariably attended divine ser- 
vice with us on the Sabbath, and has 
often remarked with what apparent 
seriousness the services are con- 
ducted, such a thing as general se- 
riousness at church being unknown 
in Syria. 

As he was harassed with letters 
from the convent, inviting, and be- 
seeching, and commanding him to 
return; he has, with our entire ap- 
probation, married a wife, and has 
thus placed himself beyond the pos- 
sibility of a reconciiation. 

I subjoin a few pf the conversa- 
tions I have had with him at differ- 
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ent times, that you may knaw how 
darkened was the understanding of 
the most enlightened and candid 
man, whom Mr. Fisk says he has 
seen in this country. I am happy, 
however, to add, that he now dis- 
cards the ideas he once entertained 
respecting baptism, the real pre- 
sence in the sacrament, and praying 
to the saints; that he also disregards 
the prescriptions and traditions of 
the church about fast days, feast 
days, &c.; and appears to receive 
the Scriptures as of sufficient autho- 
rity in all matters of faith and prac- 
tice. These, his present views, he 
does not hesitate boldly to declare 
to persons of all communions, who 
visit us. And should his own heart 
be filled with the love of God, and 
should he discern things as they are 
spiritually discerned, he would be 


an invaluable assistant in the work 
of the Lord. 


Conversations at various times with 
Signor Dionysius Garabet. 

After witnessing the baptism of 
our little babe, he informed us, that 
the Armenians immerse the child 
three times in the name of the Three 
Persons in the Trinity, and anoint 
it with oil, in order to strengthen it 
to fight the good fight of faith. We 
then conversed much on the nature 
of this ordinance. He _ asserted, 
‘There can be no salvation without 
it, and every baptized person will 
eventually be saved.”’ 

I replied, “There was more stress 
Jaid upon circumcision in the Old 
Testament, than upon baptism in 
the New; and yet God manifested 
his sore displeasure against mapy 
of those who were circumcised— 
overthrew them in the wilderness, 
and treated them as his enemies.— 
And the Apostle has fully shown, 
that neither circumcision availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumcision, but 
a new creature. Under the new 
dispensation, we learn, in the case 
of Simon Magus, that a person, af- 
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ter having received baptism, may 
still be far from the kingdom of 
heaven. And now suppose that a 
heathen should be made acquainted 
with the Gospel by means of some 
missionary—and should be convert- 
ed; should believe with all his heart, 
repent of all his sins, and boldly 
proclaim this great salvation te 
others, amidst obloquy and perse- 
cution; and suppose, that he should 
request baptism, and should be even 
approaching the altar to have the 
rite performed; but, at that moment, 
his relations, enraged that he should 
embrace Christianity, should fall 
upon him, and take away his life;— 
would he not, like the first Chris- 
tian martyr, see the heavens open- 
ing to receive him?” 

Sig. G. “No! no! if the ordi- 
nance were not administered, he 
must dwell in eternal fire.” 

Mr. G. “And yet, if a person is 
only baptized, no matter if his mouth 
is full of cursing and bitterness to 
the day of his death, he will, after a 
temporary suffering, dwell for ever 
in the paradise of God! Now does 
this look like the Gospel of Christ? 
Does this look like a heaven of holi- 
ness? Does this look like the do- 
ings of a God, who is no respecter 
of persons, and who will reward 
every man according to his works?”’ 

While I was engaged in translat- 
ing a sermon on Prayer into Turk- 
ish, he asked me, why I did not 
pray to the Saints? 

Mr. G. “Because I am taught 
in the Scriptures, that God is the 
only object whom we are to worship.’’ 

Sig. G. “Why do you not make 
use of them as Mediators?” 

Mr, G. “Because I am taught in 
the Scriptures, that there is only 
one Mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus. He has in- 
finitely more benevolence and ten- 
derness, than all the saints and an- 
gels tevether. Why then should I 
dishouour Him by applying to them? 





| When he refuses to act a Media- 
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tor’s part, I shall despair of ever 
obtaiming a hearing at the court of 
heaven. Every saint and angel will 
be for ever deaf to my cries.” 

In order to encourage our confi- 
dence in prayer, I had written the 
expression, “God is good.” 
objected to it. “It is foolish to re- 
peat what all believe-—LEvery body 
knows that he is gcod.” 

Mr. G. “But very few act as if 
they believed it. How often do 
men complain of the dispensations 
of Providence! How many mur- 
murings and repinings do we hear 
from the lips of the best! Where 
is the man, who comes to God in 
prayer, as if he really believed, that 
God was as kind and good, as even 
an earthly parent? Have you ever 
known an instance in your life? And 
yet the goodness of our heavenly 
Father infinitely transcends that of 
an earthly parent.” 

He then objected to the use, in 
the same connexion, of confidence 
and reverence, and insisted, that the 
two could not exist together. He 
had no idea of reverence but s/a- 
vish fear. I referred him to the 
feelings of good children towards 
affectionate parents, and of disubedi- 
ent subjects towards their righteous 
sovereigns. Butalas! such children 
and such parents, such rulers and 
such people, he had never seen. I 
then referred him to the angels, 
who veil their faces in the presence 
of the King of kings. Their confi- 
dence in God must certainly be 
perfect, and their reverence at the 
same time something very different 
from slavish fear. He afterwards 
acknowledged, that there must be 
such a thing as I had maintained, 
but that it did not exist in Turkey, 
and that therefore there was no 
word in Turkish to express it. 

As might well be supposed, the 
Turkish language is exceedingly 
barren in theological terms. There 
is nothing to express “the glory of 
God;” and nothing which signifies 
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“to glorify God.” It is necessary, 
in these and other instances, to bor- 
row from the Armenian, or Arabic. 

After we had read together the 
first chapter of Paul’s Epistle to 
the Romans, and I had made some 
remarks on the wretched state of 
the heathen, as described in this 
chapter, he confessed to me, that 
the priests and bishops of this coun- 
try were generally guilty, not on- 
ly in heart, but in actual life, of 
most of those abominations, men- 
tioned by the Apostle between the 
27th and 3\st verses inclusive. 

I was shocked at the account he 
gave of their licentious and sinful 
practices; and said to him, “If your 
mostlearned men, and those most re- 
puted for sanctity, are guilty of such 
abominations, how corrupt must be 
your whole community! Can it be, 
that there is one godly person to be 
found among you?” 

He replied, that he did not think 
there was ove, among any sect of 
Christians in this country. 

I then urged upon him the im- 
portance of feeling deeply for his 
kindred, who are sunk in ignorance, 
superstition, and sin; of praying for 
them daily; and of making efforts 
to enlighten them, and bring them 
to the knowledge of the truth. 

S. G. They will not listen to me.” 

Mr. G. “You bave no concern 
with consequences, but with duty. 
Think of the prophets, who, whe- 
ther men would hear or forbear, 
must show them their transgres- 
sions, and exhort them to obedience. 
Think of Paul, who, though he ac- 
knowledged, that none but God 
could give the increase, yet was 
ready to expose himself to all perils 
in endeavouring to bring men to re- 
pentance. And go thou, and do 
likewise. Remember, that the great 
object of your life must be to hon- 
our Christ. Remember, that you 
have nothing to do but to glorify 
God with your body and_ spirit, 
which are his.” 








— 


——— ee 
iE spat 


et ay 


~~ 
A FEET ome ee 
oo Oso” [sz 


~ 


AOR tee etna ae re 


ahi a 


. 


: . 
an 


Saal 


wee 
— 








TT OR a Pe ae reas six 
S- = ee EE eee eter ee ee 
; ae oe : a3 - : 


wut 
os 
—s 

















a a 


c 
i ~~ 
ae ay ie 


= 
ee ae 
~ 


eM 
, . 


— 
e | 
ft 


324 AOCOUNT OF AN ARMENIAN PRELATE. 


In reading the account of the last 
supper, he asked, “Why do you 
not believe the bread and wine to be 
the real body and blood of our Lord, 
when he says, ‘This is my body; 
this is my blood’? 

Mr. G. “For the same reason, 
that you do not believe Christ to be 
a door, when he says, I am the 
door.” 

Sig. G. But did he not say ex- 
pressly, “This is my body.” 

Mr G. “Did he not also ex- 
pressly say, ‘I am the door?” But is 
Christ a door? Is he wood, or stone, 
or iron? So also God is said to be a 
rock, a tower, a shield, &c.; but is 
this literally true? No—every child 
knows better. You, sir, have often 
tasted of this bread and this wine. 
You have the understanding of a 
man. You never find any difficulty |, 
in distinguishing between wine and 
blood, or between flesh and bread 
And you know very well, whether 
what you drink at the communion 
table tastes like wine, and whether, 
if you drink to excess, it has the 
effect of wine.” 

Sig. G. “If these elements do 
not become truly flesh and blood, || 
and thus give life eternal to all who 
partake of them, of what use is this 
sacrament?” 

Mr. G. “Our Saviour mentioned 
no other use, than doing it in re- 
membrance gq Him, The Apostle 
speaks of doing it in order to show 
Jorth the Lord’s death, until he 
come. And it is an ordinance emi- 
nently calculated to refresh our 
minds with his amazing condescen- 
sion and love, and sufferings for our 
own sakes,” 

Sig. G. “Must not all those pas- 
sages, where Christ speaks of him- 
self as being the true bread, refer to 
this ordinance?”’ 

Mr. G. “If nothing more is in- 
tended by these passages, than re- 
ceiving the Lord’s Supper, then all, 
who receive it, will indeed, as you 
believe, be saved; for our Saviour 
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| says, ‘Whosoever eateth of this 
| bread, shall live forever.’ But are 
'all thus saved? Was Judas? Are 
all those, who are in your own 
church, pious and godly persons? 
You yourself have often acknewl- 
-edgedthecontrary. But ifthe mean- 
‘ing of these passages be, believing 
on Christ, and trusting in him for 
the salvation of our souls, as we 
defend on food to sustain our bodies, 
then all is plain and easy; and we 
see reason enough, why every one 
who eats of this bread, should have 
everlasting life ”’ 

As lI had referred to Judas, he 
asked, “Did not Judas hang him- 
self, that he might be in hell when 
Christ descended there, and thus 
be released with the others!” 

Mr. G. *“Qur Saviour declared 
concerning Judas, that it had been 
good if he had never been born;— 
| which declaration could not be true, 
‘if he suffered only a few days of 
‘torment, or even if he suffered 
| millions of millions of ages.” 

Sig. G. “While the body of 

' Christ was in the grave, did not his 

/ soul descend to hell in order to de- 

‘liver the faithful, who were there in 
| suffering?” 

Mr. G. “Christ said to the peni- 
tent thief, “To-day shalt thou be 
with me’—not in hell—but ‘in 
Paradise.’ ” 

Sig. G. “The church teaches, 
that all, who died befere the com- 
ing ot Christ,—the righteous as well 
as the wicked, Abraham, Moses, 
David, and Daniel, as well as the 
inhabitants of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, all, except Enoch and Elijah,— 
went to hell, and continued there 
together, until Christ went to deliv- 
er them.” 

Mr, G. “When Moses came with 
Elias to meet with our Saviour on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, it 
does not seetn very probable, that 
the one came from heaven, and the 
other from hell. When the rich 











man died, and lifted up his eyes in 
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torments, it does not appear that 
Lazarus was in the same place of 
torment; but on the contrary, that 
he was ‘afar off;’ was in ‘Abraham’s 
bosom,’ and ‘was comforted.’ The 
Olid Testament saints looked for- 
ward toa Saviour, as we now look 
back to one. Why then should 
there be any difference between 
them and us?”’ 

Sig. G. “If they could enter hea- 
ven before the death of Christ, what 
reason was there, that he should 
suffer at all?” 

Mr. G. “It was in anticipation 
of his death, that they were acmit- 
tel to the Paradise of God. In ci- 
vil matters, does not one man, who 
possesses any property, permit ano- 
ther to enjoy the use of it in antici 
pation of receiving an equivalent on 
some future appointed day; and this, 
notwithstanding there is so much 
uncertainty in all human transac- 
tions? But in the divine mind, 
there was no uncertainty respecting 
the advent of the Messiah. One 
day with Jehovah is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one 
day. Abraham looked forward, 
and saw the day of Christ, and re- 
joiced. Isaiah had still clearer 
views of his coming, and character, 
and kingdom. And the Apostle 
tells us of many others, who were 
persuaded of these things and em- 
braced them.” 

Sig. G. “But the same Apostle, 

in Rom. v. 14, speaks of some, who 
had never sinned, and yet had per- 
ished; i. e. suffered the pains of 
hell, till the Messiah’s death.” 
_ Mr. G. “The apostle does not 
say, that taney had mot sinned, but 
that they had not sinned in the same 
manner as Adumhad sinned. The 
argument used by the Apostle in 
this chapter is this, that all die be- 
cause all have sinned.” 

Sig. G. “Suppose some had not 
sinned, what then?” 

Mr. G “Suppose the world had 
not been created, what then?”’ 
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Sig. G. “The church, although 
it does not teach us to believe in 
the purgatory ef the Latins, yet 
teaches what amounts to the sane 
thing, and offers prayers for the 
dead.” 

Mr. G. “The Bible every where 
speaks of the righteous and the 
wicked, of heaven and hell; and 
never mentions a neutral character, 
nor a middle state after death. If 
any individual wishes to speculate 
on these subjects, that is one thing; 
but, sir, when he brings forward 
these speculations to the exclusion 
of the word of God, and persecutes 
to death every one, who will not 
receive them, however absurd they 
may be,—that is quite a different 
thing. ‘The man, that hath a dream, 
let him tell a dream; and he that 
hath my word, let him speak my 
word faithfully. What is the chaff 
to the wheat, saith the Lord?” ”’ 


The above, my dear sir, is only 
an outline of the discussions we 
have had together. We have some- 
times continued them several suc- 
cessive days, and we examined eve- 
ry thing in the Bible, which we sup- 
posed had any relation to the sub- 
jects of them. They have never 
been conducted with acrimony; on 
the contrary, they have occasionally 
been of so tender a character, that 
we have both wept. But, though 
he is exceedingly amiable, and 
cheerfully conforms to all the regu- 
lations of the family, and appears to 
renounce entirely many of his for- 
mer errors, yet I dare not indulge 
the least hope, that he knows any 
thing, in his own experience, of the 
power of divine grace in turning the 
heart from the love of sin to the 
love of holiness. 

I ask your prayers for myself, 
that I may deal tenderly and faith- 
fully with this man. I ask your 
prayers for him, that he may ‘be 
filled with the knowledge of the di 
vine will, in all wisdom and spiritu 
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al understanding.” And, commend- 
ing all the interests of this mission 
to the gracious benediction of hea- 
ven, and to the intercessions of the 
faithful in Christ Jesus, I subscribe 
myself, Dear Sir, 

Yours, in the fellowship of the 


Gospel, 
W. GOODELL. 


THE WALDENSES, OR VAUDOIS. 

There are now living in the val- 
leys of Piedmont, called Luzerna, 
Perosa, and San Martino, about 
eighteen thousand Vaudois, the re- 
mainder of the Waldenses and Albi- 


genses, who have, in the midst of 


popish darkness, enjoyed the light 
of truth; and though surrounded by 
the demons of persecution, have 
nobly defied all their rage and cruel- 
ty. These, like the famed seven 
thousand, of Old Testament record, 
have never bowed the knee to Baal, 
and among them have been num- 
bers who have united the Protestant 
faith with a corresponding walk and 
conversation. From France and 
Sardinia they have endured ¢thirty- 
two persecutions, in which the fur- 
nace seemed to have been heated 
with the design to extirpate their 
whole race, and nothing has saved 
them from the fury of these king- 
doms, but the almost miraculous 
care of the Almighty, connected 
with their own union and courage 
in their mountains, intricate and im- 
pregnable fastnesses, whither they 
have fled for shelter. Thousands 
of them have suffered martyrdom, 
and shown their inflexible attach- 
ment to the cause of the Redeemer, 
while, like him, these peaceable 
people invoked with their dying 
breath, forgiveness for their ene- 
mies. 

When Piedmont was under the 
late government of France, the 
Vaudois were put in full posses- 
sion of all the privileges common to 
ether subjects; but on the restera- 
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tion of the Bourbons, in the year 
1814, they were again united to 
Sardinia, and though they never 
murmur, they are subjected to the 
most grievous restrictions. They 
cannot (for instance) purchase lands 


out of the confined limits assigned | 


them; they are obliged to desist 
from work, under the penalty of 
fine or imprisonment, on the Roman 
Catholic festivals, which are aln ost 
perpetual; they are forbidden te ex- 
ercise the professions of physician, 
surgeon, or lawyer, and these peo- 
ple, together with their ministers, 
are compelled to serve as private 
soldiers, without possibility of ad- 
vancement. All religitus books 
are prohibited, except the Buble, 
which is subject to such a high du- 
ty, as almost to place it beyond 
their reach. Schools are indeed al- 
lowed on the old method, but on 
Beli’s and Lancaster’s system they 
are not permitted. The Scriptures 
and Catechisms have sometimes 
been circulated among the Vaudois 
leaf by leaf, as the only means of 
obtaining a perusal of their pages. 
They are not allowed to multiply 
their places ‘of worship, though 
they may rebuild and enlarge their 
old ones. 

In the time of Oliver Cromwell, 
collections were made threughout 
England, on behalf of the Vaudois, 
amounting to $38,241 10s. 6d., 
which, after affording them consid. 
erable relief, left a fund of # 16,333. 
10s. 3d., which Charles the Second, 
on his restoration, used for his own 
purposes, assigning aS a_ reason, 
that he was not bound by any of the 
engagements of an usurper and a 
tyrant. William and Mary restor- 
ed the pension, but during the 
reign of Napoleon, the British gov- 
ernment, from political motives, 
withheld it; and the Vaudois pas- 
tors, thirteen in number, are for the 
most part living in a state of pover- 
ty. 

Ffforts are now making to recov- 
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er this lost aid, and thereby enable 
the pastors to surmount their difh- 
culties, to assist in the establishment 
of schools, and the education of 
their ministers; and especially in 
building a hospital among them.— 
His majesty George the Fourth, 
has presented them with one hun- 
dred guineas. Several of the Pro- 
testant states on the Continent, are 
interesting themselves for these 
suffering people; and it is hoped a 
favourable moment has arrived for 
the relief of the Vaudois. The val- 
leys have lately been visited bv 
some English clergymen, who have 
taken a lively interest in the fate of 
their inhabitants. 

A highly respectable Committee 
has been formed in London, to pro- 
mote subscriptions tor the Walden- 
ses, and to manage the fund raising 
for them in the United Kingdom. 


SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION 
OF THE GOSPEL. 

The last Report of this Society, 
recently distributec among its mem- 
bers, contains many interesting facts, 
the substance of which we shall lay 
before our readers, confining our at- 
tention in the present number tothat 
part of the Report which refers to 
India. 

We feel ourselves called upon to 
say, that we cannot wholly approve 
of the spirit in which the Report is 
drawn up; as if missionary efforts 
were not so much to make men 
Christians, as to firrevent their be- 
coming sectarians, Weshall quote 
but one passage as anexample. “It 
is of great importance,” says the 
Report, p. 141, ‘to provide this part 
of the province {Lower Canada | 
with resident clergy, as the Metho- 
dists have for a long period used 
their efforts to secure an ascendency 
in the township of St. Armand.” 
We should be greatly rejoiced to 
sce resident episcopal clergy both in 


Canada and elsewhere; and to learn | 
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that they were subverting the Me- 
thodists, by “out-preaching and out- 
living them;” but merely to spar 
with Methodism “in foreign parts” 
is a very paltry motive for ali the 
toil and anxiety, the heavy expense, 
and the unwearied prayers, of the 
patrons of Christian missions. We 
are convinced that the best friends 
of the Society would deeply lament 
if any of its agents should so far for- 
get the nature of their momentous 
province, as to be more anxious in 
a mere party spirit, to stave off Dis- 
senters, than to “bring home Jews, 
Turks, and Infidels to Christ’s 
flock.” 

But we proceed to the more 
pleasing task of extracts from the 
correspondence of the Lord Bishop 
of Calcutta, dated June and August, 
1824.— 

“I am happy to acknowledge the 
safe arrival of the library and com- 
munion plate destined for Bishop’s 
College; as well as of Mr. Town- 
send, the printer, and his necessary 
stores, and the power of attorney. 
For all these I should have taken an 
earlier opportunity of offering my 
thanks to the Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel had _ not 
they arrived when I was much oc- 
cupied in preparing tor the journey 
in which I am now engaged, and 
which it is my purpose, by God’s 
blessing, to pursue through the 
greater part of this diocess.”—His 
lordship proceeds to account for the 
slow progress which had been made 
in the erection of the college, and 
adds that it was with difficulty that 
the principal was enabled last 
Christmas to take possession of his 
lodging. He continues, “since that 
time the progress of the work, if not 
more rapid, has been more percep- 
tible. The ground has been cleared 
and drained; the pools filled up; 
walks of pounded brick constructed 
round the quadrangle, and to the 
river. ‘he offices are finished, and 
the dwellings for the native teachers 





a aie 
~ — 


“2 


. 2 
OS See oe ey 


2 ee 





‘ . “ - 
hie.) an anne 40 heshseings 





-~ ae gloss pos — z ee > 
. ‘ - a = = ern we 
A ig tS lt ttes 
Sar ay Saar s63 “S855 


PS ae ee =e 
ee eS 








328 


4 

and the printer are in some degree 
of advancement. ‘The rooms are to 
a certain extent furnished. The 
library, which is a very beautiful 
apartment, has received, and shows 
to great advantage the books which 
it owes to the munilicence of the 
Society, and some other benefactors, 
among whom the principal himselt | 
is most conspicuous. It was with | 
no common emotion that [ first | 
heard a well-toned beil calling, amid | 
those teak and cocoa-nut trees, the | 
inmates of the building to morn- | 
ing pray ets, though as yet, untuctu- | 
nately, not in the Chapel. The lat- 
ter is still empty and unglazed. The> 
wood work of the stalls has been | 
some tine under the workmens’ 
hands; but from such hands no, 
speedy result can be expected. 
The printing press is setting up in- 
one of the lower apartments of tie’ 
east wing. A separaie building would 
be now most desirable, and will ere 
long be absolutely necessary; but the 
funds are at present unequal to such | 
an undertaking.” 

“The college now contains two | 
students on the fouadation of the In- | 
corporaied Society, Mr. James | 
Dunsmure and Mr. Daniel Jones; a 
third, Mr. 
frey, on the foundation of the Soci- | 
ety for promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, and from the archdeaconry 
of Madras; and a fourth, a non-foun- 
dation student, supported and to be 
paid for by the Diocessan Commit- 
tee of the Church Missionary So- 
ciety. The Rev. Christian David, 
long a native catechist in the employ 
of the Society for promoting Curis- 
tian Knowledge, and lately ordained 
by me deacon and priest as one of 
the colonial chaplains of his Majes- 
ty’s Government of Ceylon, has been 
an inmate within its walls during the 
time of his residence in this arch- 
deaconry. The Rev. Mr. Twed- 





| 
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dell, one of the Incorporated Soci- 
ety’s missionaries, is prosecuting 
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send, the printer, is, as a matter of 
necessity, adinitted on the same 
footing.” 

“The college is a beautiful ob- 
ject, in a singularly picturesque and 
sequestered scene. And, above all, 
it is already in active and efficient 
usefulness as a place of orieutial, 
classical, and Christian education; 
in which its excellent principal is 
labouring, though single-handed, 
with a patient and persevering abil- 
ity, which, to be duly appreciated, 
must be witnessed. Both he and I, 
however, look forward with anxious 
earnestness to the arrival of one, if 
not both, of the professors who are 
to share in his toil.” 

“The Society’s two elder mis- 
sionaries, Mr. Christan and Mr. 
Morton, are employed, I believe 
most usefully, and I trust in a man- 
her not contrary to the Society’s in- 
tentions, In superintending two ex- 
cellent circles of Bengalee schools, 
supported by the Diocessan Com- 
mittee of the Suciety for promoting 
Christian Knowledge. They are 
both men of good talents, and much 
zeal and diligence. Mr. Christian 
is every thing, as | conceive, which 
a missionary ought to be; devoted 
to, and delighting in this work: en- 
dearing himself to the natives by his 
kind, condescending, and cheerful 
disposition, and to his countrymen 
and brother clergy, by his modesty 
aid propriety both of behaviour and 
doctrine.” 

Additional communications state, 
that Mr. Morton has undertaken, 
with the approbation of the principal 
uf the college, the preparation and 
publication of a Manual Bengaili, 
and Euglish Dictionary, inciuding 
the Bengalli Synonymes, to be suc- 
ceeded or accompanied by a Ben- 
galli Grammar. The Bishop has 
marked out the present Dutch set- 
tlement of Chinsurah, thirty miles 
upthe river, for a missionary sta- 
uon, 

In the north circle Mr, Christian 
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superintends six schools, which con- 
tain nearly five hundred children. 
The estabiishinent of these schouls 
was a great undertaking, and no 
doubt will effect a material change 
in the religious and moral principles 
of the rising generation. By the ac- 
tive zeal and attention of the Secre- 
tary to the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge, religious tracis 
im Kuglish and Bengalli have been 
introduced ito all the schools of his 
circle, and the New Testament in 





Kiglish ino two of them, which is 
read and understood tolerably well. | 

Mr. Christian has found the ap-| 
pearance and manners of the chil- | 
dren, since he came among them, | 
greatly improved. Distinguishing | 
marks of red and yellow clay, which | 
were then cominon on their faces, | 
and which served to impress the, 
mind with the strongest idea of their | 
supersution, are now laid aside: the 
Parables of our Lord, which were 
read in schools, he has prevailed on 
them to commit to memory, so that | 
they can now repe.t any of them 
in their own language with readiness, | 
and they have received from him 
the Gospel of St. Matthew in Ben- 
galli to copy out as a profitable ex- 
ercise, which when finished is to be 
bound and returned to them asa 
reward for their industry. It is to 
be hoped that many of these chil- | 
dren will be broughi up in the Chris- 
tain faich; certainly they will be very 
different from the generation before 
them. The difficulty with adults is 
great. Caste, it is added, is found 
to be “tone of the chief obstacles to 
the progress of Christianity; for 
were that difficulty removed, many 
wouid avow their attachment to it.”’ 
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CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The twenty-filth Report of this 
institution, delivered at the last an- 
nual meeting, which is now passing 
through the press, contains a highly 
interesting account of the Society’s 
proceedings during the last year, } 
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We purpose, on its publication, to 
lay before our readers our usual an- 
nual abstract: in the meantime, we 
give, by anticipation, the following 
general particulars: — 

Five new Associations have been 
formed during the year; besides four 
Branch and sixteen Ladies’ Asso- 
Ciations, with six Associations in aid 
of the Hibernian Auxiliary—making 
a total, in the United Kingdom, of 
thirty-one. 

The income amounted, without 
deducting expenses, and including 
the contributions to the Institution 
at Islington, to more than 45,000/. 
The net income of the year, avail- 
able for the general purposes of the 
Society, has been upward of 40, 
500/.; being an increase, on the net 
income of the twenty-fourth year, of 
nearly 6,000. The expenditure of 
the twenty-fifth year has amounted 
to nearly 38,0002. The Committee 
are anxious, however, to have it dis- 
tinctly understood, that the surplus 
of the income over the expenditure 
has not arisen from any inability on 
their part to expend a larger sum 
on missionary objects; but, on the 
contrary, from a prudent desire to 
restrict the Society’s expenditure 
within the limits of its probable in- 
come. The calls for assistance are 
now so urgent from all parts of the 
heathen world, that, were the in- 
come of the Society twice as large 
as the sum to which the exertions 
and contributions of its friends have 
raised it, there would be no difficul- 
ty in making an efficient appropria- 
tion of the whole amount. Innorth 
and south India, in Ceylon, in Aus- 
tralasia, and in Africa, much of the 
field of toil which has already been 
entered upon remains comparative- 
ly uncultivated, for want of labour- 
ers; while in various parts of the 
globe, to which hitherto few or no mis- 
sionaries have been sent, opportuni- 
ties are continually opening for ex- 
ertion. The total number of mis- 
sionaries, including those of every 
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2 
country and of every religious de- 
nomination, is utterly inadequate to 
supply the wants of the hundreds of 
millions of heathen who are ferish- 
ing for lack of knowledge. 

The offers of service during the 
past year have been more nume- 
rous than during the year prece- 
ding: sixty persons have expressed 
their readiness to labour in the work 
of the Society. Ofthis number, the 
services of sixteen have been ac- 
cepted; those of twenty-nine have 
been declined; and the cases of the 
remaining fifteen are under consid- 
eration. There are, at present, 
twenty students in the Societv’s In- 
stitution, under preparation for mis- 
sionary labour; of whom, five are 
Lutheran clergy from the Seminary 
at Basle. 

After reporting the opening of the 
Institution at Islington, the Com- 
mittee add— 

‘Tiere is one important feature 
connected with these proceedings, 
which must not be overlooked. The 
first institution which the Establish- 
ed Church has witnessed, in our 
own country, for the specific pur- 
pose of training up missionaries for 
the heathen, has been opened, with 
every prospect, if adequately sup- 
ported, of extensively promoting the 
great object for which it has been 
set apart. The Rev. Professor Lee 
had undertaken the superintendence 
of the Oriental studies of the stu- 
dents.” 

The survey of the Society’s pro- 
ceedings in its missions occupies 
nearly 150 pages in the Report: a 
table is given, in the introductory 
sheet, of the missions, stations, la- 
bourers, schools, and scholars; and, 
at the close of the Report, appears 
the following summary.— 

In the nine missions of the Soci- 
ety, there are forty-five stations, with 
which are connected 296 schools. 

These stations and schools are 
occupied by 440 labourers: of these 
119 are Europeans, including a few 
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females born of British parents in 
India: and 321 were born in the 
respective countries, chiefly, where 
they are employed. The number 
vf scholars under the Society is 14,- 
090: of whom 10,457 are boys, 2,- 
957 girls, and 676 youths and adults. 
In connexion with the principal 
missions, printing presses are es- 
tablished; and are coming, in some 
places, into very active and bene- 
ficial operation. 

In conclusion, the Committee 
avow their full conviction, with 
thankfulness to Him who guides all 
things to the advancement of (His 
Kingdom, that, amidst numberless 
and augmenting difficulties, that 
kingdom is steadily advancing. Se- 
vere trials, indeed, continue to attend 
the servants of God, in their com- 
bined exertions to fulfil His will: of 
these trials, particularly in that most 
interesting of all the scenes Chris- 
tian labour among the liberated 
Africans, a large portion has befal- 
len the Society, and still exercises 
the faith and patience of its friends. 
Not only, however, is countervail- 
ing success granted in other quar- 
ters, but, as the Committee rejoice 
to witness, thé Reports of the asso- 
ciations throughout the United 
Kingdom indicate the prevalence of 
a spirit so truly Christian, in refer- 
ence both to the trials of the Society 
and its own duties and those of its 
members, that the Committee can- 
not but hail this as a manifest token 
for good.—- Christ. Observer of Nov. 


THOUSAND SEAMEN RE.- 
FORMED. 

It is stated that there are 15006 
vessels, averaging ten men each, 
engaged inthe British coal trade, 
making in all, 15,000 souls. It has 
been ascertained that one third of 
this number have, by the use of 
means, during the last eight years, 
become reformed and praying men. 
This statement is well authentica- 
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ted. So glorious a fact as this. re- 
quires no comment. It has been 
repeatediy stated that more than 
this number of seamen have been 
hopefully reformed, during the like 
period, in London. Truly, the 
Lord is about to do great things 
among seamen: verily, the “abun- 
dance of the sea will be converted 
unto Him.”—Mar. Mag. 





We are informed, says the Edi- 
tor of the Mariner’s Magazine, that 
among the seamen employed in the 
cod fishery, a most happy change 
has been effected within a few years 
The proportion of praying souls 
among them, it is said, is equal to 
that among the same number of far- 


mers in any favoured section of, 


Connecticut. 
———— - 
DOMESTIC. 


EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


We have lately received the gra- 
tifying intelligence that a Female 
Auxiliary Education Society was 
formed in Warrenton, Va, in May 
last; and that a remittance of $80 
has been forwarded. We regret 
that this information was not receiv- 
ed sooner, so that it might have been 
noticed in the last report of the pa- 
rent Society. 

The following sums of money 
have been received for the Educa- 
tion Society:— 

From the Female Benevolent So- 
ciety of Emmanuel Church, New 
Castle, Delaware, by the Rev. S. 
W. Prestman, $25. 

From S. Travers, Esq. for pub- 
lishing Circulars to Auxiliaries, $1. 

From a Lady in New York, per 
the Rev. Dr. Milnor, $50. 


Bank of Potomac, 
Feb. 2, 1826. : 

Drar Sir: I am desired to in- 

form you, that the following sums of 
money, have lately been reccived by 
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me, on account of the Education 
Society. - 

From Rev. Wm. Meade for the 
Communicants of the Chapel Con- 
gregation, Frederick county, Vir- 
vinla, $43 25. 

From the same, for the Auxiliary 
Female Education Society, Albe- 
marle county, Virginia, $35. 


From the same, for Rev.- Revel 


Keith, $85. 

From Obed Waite, for the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, Win- 
chester, Va. $30. 

I am respectfully, 
Your ob’t. Serv’t. 
C. PAGE. 
Rev. Eruan ALLeEn. 

The following is an extract from 
a letter from the Secretary of one 
of the Auxiliary Education Societies 
to the Secretary of the parent Soci- 
ety. No apology is necessary for 
iis publication. The parish from 
which it was received is by no means 
singular in its destituion; and as an 
exemplification of the necessitous 
condition of many portions of our 
beloved Church, it shows the im- 
portance of the prayers and con- 
uunued and increased efforts of the 
friends of our Zion, that the prayers 
of the writer may be realized, and 
the voice of mourning cease in all 
our borders. 

“Our apology for the little assis- 
tance we have been able to give you, 
is that we have no Clergyman to aid 
us by his counsel;—to urge us to 
unceasing diligence; and to assist us 
in our efforts to procure funds for 
the Society:—and having been left 
for nearly three years as sheep with- 
out a shepherd, the members of the 
Episcopal Church here have be- 
come alittle lukewarm—but all cha- 
ritable societies drag heavily in this 
section of country. Should our ef- 
forts be blessed and our prayers an- 
swered, I trust we shall not remain 
much longer in our present destitute 
condition; but shall again hare a 
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Pastor to break amongst us the 
bread of lifes—warn us with faith- 
fulness;—pray with us and for us;— 
and help us in our journey through 
this unfriendly world, that we all at 
last may reach the mansions of eter- 
nal peace.” 

In answer to the request made in 
the Appendix of the Annual Report 
of the Education Society, the Secre- 
tary acknowledges the receipt of the 
asked-for intelligence from the Fe- 
male Episcopal Education and Mis- 
sionary Society of Winchester; the 
Berkly Female Auxiliary Education 
Society; and the Auxiliary Educa- 
tion Society of Hanover county, Va. 


CONSECRATION. 

The 18th ultimo, at Vannsville, 
Prince George’s county, Md. the 
Right Rev. Bishop Kemp conse- 
crated to the service of Almighty 
God, a new brick edifice by the 
name of “Zion Church.” 





ORDINATIONS. 


On Friday, December 23, 1825, 
the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart held 
an ordination in St. John’s chapel in 
New York, and admitted Messrs. 
John M’Carty, and Joshua L. Har- 
rison, to the holy order of deacons 

An ordination was also held by 
the same bishop, in St. Mark’s 
church in the same city, on Wed- 
nesday, January 4, when Mr. John 
A. Stone was admitted to the holy 
order of deacons. 


GREEN BAY MISSION, 

By letters iaely received from 
Green Bay, it appears that the 
Mission commenced tere by the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society of our church, is progres- 
sing as rapidly under the auspices 
of the Rev. Mr. Nash, the society’s 
agent, as its friends could expect. 

“I have not yet (writes Mr. N.) 
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opened my school, but am now al- 
most ready to do so. I am in pos- 
session of the house formerly occu- 
pied by Col. Boyer, the Indian 


‘agent. I found it so much out of 


repair, that considerable time and 
money were necessary to put it In 
such order as to make it answer 
my purpose. It isnow nearly ready, 
and tolerably well furnished. God, in 
his good providence, has favoured 
me much. My health is nearly, if 
not quite, restored. I have pulled 
down an old barn, and rebuilt it in 
the form of a school house, adyjoin- 
ing our dwelling house, mostly with 
my own hands; except in the finish- 
ing of the school room, I employed 
a carpenter. In the midst ef my 
labours, Mr. Ellis having recovered, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. came to my as- 
sistance. A Waubinokie woman 
was employed to assist Mrs. Ellis. 
A little half-breed girl was also 
taken into the family, which, with 
the carpenter, now consists of seven 
souls. 

“The Indian agent for this place 
had understood by a letter from 
Mr. Woodbridge of Detroit, that it 
was my intention to visit the W ine- 
bagoes. Oneoftheir chiefs (Dog’s 
Head.) being at his house, he im- 
mediately proposed the thing to 
him: he said that the old man seem- 
ed well pleased with the plan, and 
gave it as his opinion, that his peo- 
ple would give us a mile in extent 
on the beautiful shores of the Wine- 
bago lake, upon which to establish 
ourselves. This is very well, but I 
see no reason yet, to alter my opin- 
ion, that this is the most promising 
place. I continue to preach to the 
citizens on each Lord’s day, and 
some of the people belonging to the 
garrison generally attend. The 
English (or American) part of the 
population attend regularly, and 
uniformly join in our worship.” 


Grorct Boyp, 
Jackson KEMPER, 


: Committee. 
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ALABAMA BIBLE SOCIETY. 

This benevolent institution, of 
which His Excellency, John Mur- 
phy is President, consists of more 
than 300 members. Since its for- 
mation, two years ago, it has distri- 
buted 355 Bibles, and 591 Testa- 
ments. From the last Annual Re- 
port, it appears that, in ten of the 
most flourishing counties of the 
state, nearly one half of the families 
is destitute of the Scriptures! From 
these painful facts, the Report con- 
cludes;x—**when it is recollected 
how much good morals tend, not 
only to the stability of government, 
but likewise to private happiness, 
every man amongst us, whether a 
disciple of Ali, or a follower of 
Omar, will, we hope, aid in giving 
effect to the Society’s operations.” 


Abstract of the report made at the an- 
nual meeting of the “Society for the 
advancement of Christianity in Penn- 
sylvania.” 


The Society has acted during the 
past year, principally in aiding mis- 
sions to the destitute parts of the 
state. The duties of the Commit- 
tee for the publication of Tracts, 
have been superseded in a degree 
by the labours of the Episcopal Fe- 
male Tract Society of Philadelphia; 
the committee have therefore co- 
operated with that Society, but have 
not drawn on the funds. The mis- 
sionaries at present in the employ- 
ment, or rather aided by the Socie- 
ty, are the Rev. Messrs. J. P. Baus- 
man, Jr.. S. Marks, R. Davis, W. 
Eldred, D. C. Page, C. Smith, and 
J. Wiltbank. Of the labours of 
each of these, some account will be 
given. 

The Rev. J. P. Bausman labours 
in Fayette county, and, as it would 
appear, with great prospects of 
usefulness. In a letter from the 
wardens and vestry of Brownsville, 
the principal seat of his services, it is 
said that “from the many in atten- 








dance on public worship, the piety, 
zeal and perseverance of their wor- 
thy clergyman, and the estimation 
in which he is held by his parishion- 
ers, they hope and believe that the 
congregation will have so increased 
as to be able ere long, to bear the 
burthen (of his support) themselves, 
without calling for aid from the So- 
ciety.’ The missionary himself ex- 
presses his belief that “our apostolic 
church is gradually advancing in the 
hearts and affections of the people.” 
At Connelsville he says that the con- 
gregations are uniformly large, and 
sometimes overflowing. He labours 
also at Jackson, West Churches, 
and Uniontown. 

In the district committed to the 
missionary charge of the Rev. S. 
Marks, the churches are represent- 
ed as generally in a prosperous and 
encouraging condition. St. Mat- 
thew’s Church is now ready for con- 
secration. The Sunday School in this 
church is flouri-hing, and the con- 
gregation is blessed with the pre- 
sence and aid of a Lady, ‘whose 
munificence to missionary and Sun- 
day School Societies is well known, 
and who has furnished many books, 
tracts, and other necessary things 
for the support of their school. The 
church at Springville experiences 
the divine blessing in its confirma- 
tion and increase. It is stated that 
no exertion is wanting on the part of 
the churchmen there to build up the 
church of the Living God. The 
missionary says ‘the has every reason 
to believe that God has begun a 
good work there.” The Sunday 
School contains from 70 to 100 chil- 
dren, and is flourishing; and a large 
Bible class presents a sphere of 
much usefulness. He has officiat- 
ed at Dundaff, forty miles from his 
parishes, where a great desire was 
expressed for a church missionary. 
He is unable to comply with the nu- 
merous applications for his services. 

In Lycoming and the adjacent 
country the Rev. W. Eldredlabours. 
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Great confidence is expressed in the 
activity, ability and prudence of his 
exertions. The detail of his labours 
furnishes good ground for this con- 
fidence. Great exertions, and vigi- 
lant inspection appears to have been 
made by him in the widely extended 
sphere of his duties. The mission- 
ary states that his “travelling in the 
routine of a month sometimes ex. 
ceeds three hundred miles.”? This 
extreme labour he would gladly 
avoid, but ‘the thinly scattered state 
of our people, and their necessities, 
he says seem to render it unavoid- 
able. My desire is to make an 
effort to rebuild our church in this 
region of country, which some years 
since must have predominated in 
many places where it is now in 
ruins.” He furnishes strong reasons 
for believing that suitable mission- 
aries only are wanting to place our 
church in very respectable standing 
in his district; and he adds, “the dis- 
tribution of reports and journals of 
the church and of her institutions, 
together with the circulation of 
tracts, have evidently had a bene- 
ficial effect. By these means the 
Episcopalian residing in a remote 
and solitary situation, discovers that 
his church, which some ‘would per- 
suade him exists only partially, and 
without being likely ever to dispense 
by her ministry the word of life to 
him, is really looking round with a 
glance of affection on all her scat- 
tered members; that she has even 
fixed her eye on him, and is making 
efforts to meet his spiritual neces- 
sities.”’ Of five Sunday Schools in 
active operation, four had been com- 
menced at the instigation of the 
missionary. The circumstance is 
mentioned as an additional proof of 
the necessity and utility of mission- 
ary exertions. 

The Rev, R. Davis, missionary 
at Reading, had not recently re- 
ported, but the church is spoken of 
as flourishing, and even permanent- 
ly established. A commodious edi- 
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fice has been erected, and will be 
ready for consecration at the meet- 
ing of the Convention in May next. 

The Rev. C. Smith has recently 
entered upon the duties of his mis- 
sion, and contemplates making 
Meadville, for the present, the centre 
of his operations, or perhaps, divi- 
ding his labours between that place 
and Franklin, in both of which 
places he is encouraged to hope that 
his labours will not be in vain. 

The Rev. D. C. Page is to de- 
vote his labours to some part of the 
Western section of the state, and it 
is calculated confidently that he will 
be found a faithful and efficient la- 
bourer. 

Reference is made to the ‘‘auspi- 
cious and flourishing state of the 
church at Pittsburg, under the pas- 
toral care of the Rev. J. H. Hop- 
kins,” as “giving an imposing 
character to our communion, and 
brightening our missionary pros- 
pects throughout the wide sphere of 
its influence.” 

From the report of the Rev. Mr. 
Wiltbank, Rector of the church at 
Francisville, (which was established 
under the auspices of this Society, 
and is still connected with it,) it ap- 
pears that his settlement has opera- 
ted beneficially upon the interests of 
that church. Every exertion seems 
to have been made by him to pro- 
mote the views of the Society. He 
attends personally at the Sunday 
School, which numbers ninety-five 
scholars, and upon the whole, cir- 
cumstances are such as to afford a 
humble hope, that, although the 
growth of the church may be slow 
in this part of the vineyard, it will 
yet be gradual and sure. 

A very happy allusion is then 
made in the report, to the visit, early 
last summer of our beloved dioces- 
san to Pittsburg, for the purpose of 
performing the duties of his office, 
especially that of consecrating seve- 
ral new churches, in that and other 
places, as an event “long ardently 











re 


I 
k 
€ 











1826. 


desired, and productive, as is trust- 
ed, of extensive and permanent 
good.” “He was greeted with 
every manifestation of affection and 
zeal.” 

The Society have diffused the 
benefits of their stereotype plates of 
the Common Prayer buok, by pub- 
lishing two editions, and selling them 
as low as possible. The greater 
part of the last edition still remains 
on hand. “The Society will by 
this procedure, it is supposed, sus- 
tain no loss of funds,” while by pub- 
lishing our excellent Liturgy ata 
low rate it certainly performs a most 
important service to the Church. 

From the Treasurer’s Report it 
appears that the amouut of receipts 
for 1825, is $2,467 90, and of dis- 
bursements for the same period is 
$2,196 51, leaving a balance on the 
3d of January, 1826, of $271 39. 
$500 of the above receipts are on 
account of United States stock paid 
off, which sum has been re-invested, 
and forms part of the disbursements. 
The fermanent fund at present 
amounts to $7,000 97, having been 
increased during the past year $675 
50. By the liberal bequest of the 
late Rev. Dr. Pilmore the further 
suin of $100 will be added to the 
same fund. 

The report concludes with a for- 
cible appeal to the members of the 
Church to patronise the Society. 





STATE OF RELIGION IN MISSOURI 
AND ILLINOIS. 


Bible Societies.—In the state of 
Illinois there are 22 auxiliary and 
branch Bible Societies, now engag- 
ed in circulating the word of God 
“without note or comment.” The 
first of these was formed in Green 
County, December 14th, i823. 

In Missouri, are 21 auxiliaries 
and branches, the principal of which 
is the Missouri Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety, formed in St. Louis, Decem- 
ber, i818. It has ten branches in 
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as many counties. This Society 
has sent copies of the Spanish Tes- 
tament to the Upper Provinces of 
the Mexican Republic. 

Sunday Schools.—The first Sun- 
day School in Illinois, was opened 
in Alton, May, 1819; and continued 
five months. One Scholar aged 
twelve years, committed to memo- 
ry in one week, and recited on one ° 
Sabbath, 1060 verses from the Tes- 
tament. In this state now, there 
are 15 County Sabbath School So- 
cieties, 80 Sabbath Schools, inclu- 
ding about 240 teachers, and 2400 
scholars. In 1824, one scholar re- 
cited, on one Sabbath, 1080 verses, 
and the next Sabbath, 1060. The 
first Sabbath School in Missouri, 
was opened in St. Louis, for the 
Blacks, in March, 1818, by the 
Missionaries then under the patron- 
age of the Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions. Now, in Missouri, there 
are ten Sabbath School Societies, 
about 45 Schools, that include not 
less than 100 teachers, and 1250 
scholars. Nearly all these Bible 
Societies and Sabbath Schools have 
been brought into existence in less 
than two years, chiefly by the la- 
bours of an individual. The schools 
mostly are connected with the 
“General Sunday School Union for 
Missouri and IIlinois,’? formed at 
St. Louis, March 5th, 1825. 

Preachers of the Gosfiel, of eve- 
ry grade and denomination, inclu- 
ding licentiates, exhorters, &c. 

In Lllinois, there are | presiding 
elder, 12 circuit preachers, and 52 
located preachers and exhorters of 
the Methodist Society; Regular and 
United Baptists, 58 do.; Emanci- 
hating Bafitists, or Friends of Ha- 
manity, 13; (these refuse correspon- 
dence with all slave holders;) CAris- 
tian Body, or as some call them, 
Arian Baptists, or Schismatics 13; 
Presbyterians, 2; Cumberland 
Presbyterians, 14; Covenanters, \; 
Dunkers, 1; Independents (Eng- 
lish) 1; m all, 155. 
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In Missouri, there are of the Me- 
thodist Society, 2 presiding Elders, 
17 circuit preachers, and exhorters, 
53 do. of the Baptist; 2 Emancifa- 
ting Baptist; 6 Christian Body; 6 
Presbyterians; \2 (probably more) 
Cumberland Presbyterians; and 1 
Episcopalian; in ali, 115. 

Most of the preachers in these 
States, are men of small education, 
who devote most of their time dur- 
ing the week, to secular concerns; 
and on the Sabbath, ana at other 
times of public meetings, preach 
or exhort according to their abilities. 


ee eee 


Portry. 


For the Repertory. 
THE DYING CHRISTIAN. 


Sweet is the hour the Christian dies, 
Whien sinks the soul to rest, 

How mildly beam his closing eyes, 
How gently heaves his breast. 


No cloud o’ecasts the solemn scene, 
His bosom breathes no sigh; 

And all is tranquil and serene 
As summer’s evening sky. 


Reviewing o’er the past, his mind 
Feels free from every care; 

And into perfect peace resign’d, 
Breathes its last hopes in prayer. 


As life recedes the enraptur’d soul 
Springs from the cumbrous clay; 

Freed and released from all control, 
To Heaven it wings its way. 





From Israel’s Advocate. 


Long have the sons of ancient Israel felt 
The piercing shafts of dire affliction— 
Their ancient strength and beauty 
tumbled in (beneath, 
The dust—above, the curse of God— 
A stranger’s seil—around, no friend or 
home. 
Though scatter’d o’er the earth, oppres- 
s’d and scorn’d, [shall 
The word of God, which says “a remnant 
Be saved,” is sure. With an indignant 
hand {is now 
He trimm’d his “olive tree’—that hand 
The hand of mercy, ready to gather 
The scatter d, wither’d branches, 


FEBRUARY, 


Ye Christian tribes, who eat the grapes 
of Judah’s 
Planting, forget not all the precious gifts 
Transfer’d by God to you. 
Oh, Judah, though your land is desolate, 
Your cities burnt with fire, yourself fur- 
lorn, 
Yet, look, there is an ensign lifted up, 
A Saviour on the cross; he spreads his 
hands, 
And says, “return’’—the Prince of 
Peace shall be shall wave 
Your king; his peaceful banners yet 
On Zion’s mount, and David’s harp again 
Be struck in David s native land— 
Your sons and daughters, gather’d from 
afar, {hymns 
Shall chant, upon the holy mountain, 
Of thanks and praise. Like incense, 
prayers shall rise {shall 
Where Christ arose, and clouds of mercy 
Descend on all the nations round. The 
heavens {while sweet, 
Shall sing! the earth in joy break forth! 
Harmonious anthems echo thro’ the air 
From earth’s remotest isle, and sun, and 
moon, 
And all things are forgot in Christ’s 
Resplendent light! 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS AND REA- 
DERS. 

Owing to the severe indisposition of 
the person who was preparing a Review 
of “Empie on Universalism,” this arti- 
cle has not been furnished. 

The Editor acknowledges with plea- 
sure the receipt of an interesting com- 
munication from his old friend “Nostre- 
bor’’; which came, however, too late for 
the present number, and is therefore fil- 
ed for the next month 

A communication has also been re- 
ceived from our lay friend “Philander”; 
which is likewise deferred. 

Our poetical correspondent is solicit- 
ed to continue his contributions. 

We are promised for a future number 
a continuation of Reflections upon the 
Sabbath and its ordinances, which, re- 
lating to the evening of that holy day, 
will complete the series. 

We are happy to learn that the arti- 
cle promised us on the validity of En- 
glish Ordinations, is prepared; and we 
would thank our valued friend, the au- 
thor, to forward it by mail to the Pub- 
lisher of the Repertory. 

The Strictures upon the Review of 
Bishop Hobart’s Sermon, is unavoida- 








bly deferred. 








